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Dawret iii. 18. But if not, be it known unto thee, O king, that we will 
not serve thy gods, nor worship the golden image which thou hast set up. 


Such was the reply which three captive Jews made to Nebuchad- 
nezzar, king of Babylon, when he required them to fall down and 
worship an idol, which he had set up in the plain of Dura. These 
Jews were young men, princes of Judah, and companions of Dan- 
iel. Their Jewish names were Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah ; 
but the prince of the Eunuchs, to whose care they were first com- 
mitted, called them Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego. These 
young men, as well as Daniel, were truly pious, and purposed in 
their hearts that they would not conform to the sinful customs of 
the king’s court. Hence, like Daniel, they refused to defile them- 
selves with the king’s meat; were strictly temperate in all things ; 
maintained daily watchfulness and prayer; and strictly conformed 
to the letter and spirit of the Divine law. They retained in their 
minds, and kept in their hearts the first and second commandments, 
by which they were forbidden either to worship idols, or to have any 
other gods before the God of Israel. For a time, we have no evi- 
dence, that they were either molested in their own mede of wore 
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ship, required vy the Jews’ religion, or had their rights of conscience 
infringed, by any iujunction from the king, in opposition to their own 
religious belief. It was not long, however, betore they were put to 
the trial of their faith, and their obedience to the only living and 
true God suffered the severest test. This is evident from what is 
related in the chapter which contains the text. ‘ Nebuchadnez- 
zar made an image of gold, whose height was three score cubits, 
and the breadth thereof six cubits: and set it up in the plain of 
Dura, in the province of Babylon. Then Nebuchadnezzar the king 
sent to gather together the princes, the governors, and the captains, 
the judges, the treasurers, the counsellors, the sheriffs, and all the 
rulers of the provinces, to come to the dedication of the image 
which Nebuchadnezzar the king had set up. Then the princes, 
the governors, the captains, the judges, the treasurers, the coun- 
sellors, the sheriffs, and all the rulers of the provinces, were gathered 
together unto the dedication of he image that Nebuchadnezzar the 
king had, set up; and they stood before the image, that Nebuchad- 
nezzar had set up. ‘Then a herald cried aloud, To you it is com- 
manded, O people, nations, and languages, that at what time ye 
hear the sound of the cornet, flute, harp, sackbut, psaltery, dulce 
mer, and all kinds of music, ye fall down and worship the golden 
image that Nebuchadnezzar the king hath set up. And whosoev- 
er falleth not down and worshipeth shall the same hour be cast in- 
to the midst of a burning fiery furnace. Therefore, at that time, 
when all the people heard the sound of the cornet, flute, harp, sack- 
but, psaltery, and all kinds of music, all the people, the nations, and 
the languages, fell down and worshiped the golden image that 
Nebuchaenezzar the king had set up. Wherefore at that time cer- 
tain Chaldeans came near, and accused the Jews. They spake and 
said to the king Nebuchadnezzar, O king, live forever. ‘Thou, O 
king, hast made a decree, that every man that shall hear the sound 
of the cornet, flute, harp, sackbut, psaltry, and dulcimer, and all 
kinds of music, shal! fall down and worship the golden image : and 
whoso falleth not down and worshipeth, that he should be cast into 
the midst of a burning fiery furnace. ‘There are certain Jews whom 
thou hast set over the affairs of the province of Babylon, Shadrach, 
Meshach, and Abed-nego; these men, O king, have not regarded 
thee: they serve not thy gods, nor worship the golden image which 
thou hast set up. ‘Then Nebuchadnezzar in his rage and fury com- 
manded to bring Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego. Then they 
brought these men before the king. Nebuchadnezzar spake and 
and said unto them, Is it true,O Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-ne- 
go, do not ye serve my gods, nor worship the golden image which 
I have set up? Now if ye be ready that at what time ye hear the 
sound of the cornet, flute, harp, sackbut, psaliry, and dulcimer, and 
all kinds of music, ye fall down and worship the image which I have 
made; well; but if ye worship not, ye shall be cast the same hour 
into the midst of a burning fiery furnace, and who is that God that 
shall deliver you out of my hand?” Such were the trying circum- 
stances into which these three men were thrown; and their an- 
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swer to the king’s demand was no less decided and remarkable.— 
“ Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, answered and said to the 
king, O Nebuchadnezzar, we are not careful to auswer thee in this 
matter. If it be so, our God whom we serve is able to deliver us 
from the burning fiery furnace, and he will deliver us out of thy 
hand, O king. But if not, be it known unto thee, O king, that we 
will not serve thy gods, nor worship the golden image which thou hast 
set up.” This bold and prompt reply still more excited the rage 
and fury of the king; and he proceeded immediately to execute his 
purpose. But God appeared for their deliverance ; and their names 
are left on record as a striking example of holy obedience, and a 
monument of divine power and goodness in rescuing his faithful 
servants. 

Now, in order duly to appreciate the character of these three 
men, and have a clear view of their eminent and steadfast piety, it 
seems necessary to take into view the nature, strength and variety 
of those temptations, by which they were exposed to violate their 
duty, but which they firmly and perseveringly resisted. Thus to 
set their character in its true and amiable light is one main design 
of this discourse. 

I. Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego were young men, which 
rendered them much more exposed to the influence of temptation, 
and especially to change their religion, and be led - into idolatry, 
than if they had been persons of mature age. It is supposed that 
Daniel was but about seventeen years old, and the others near the 
same age, when they were selected from among the captives, to 
receive their education for the king’s court. ‘They must, therefore, 
have been young, at the subsequent period, when they were expos- 
ed to this peculiar trial, which could have been but a few years af- 
ter. That they were young, when they were first preferred by the 
king, is evident from phraseology, which is used in describing their 
character. They are repeatedly called children. ‘As for these 
four children, God gave them knowledge and skill in all learning 
and wisdom: and Daniel had understanding in all visions and 
dreams.” Now young men are naturally ambitious and fond of 
new things. They are more disposed, than persons of mature age, to 
change their religion, to renounce the sentiments in which they 
have been educated, and to adopt new notions and new habits.— 
They are apt to think that it evinces uncommon powers and in- 
dependence of mind, to cast off the religious restrictions and influ- 
ence of their parents, and adopt a new system of belief. They are 
also naturally obsequious to popular favor; and if, by renouncing 
their religion they can secure the good opinion of those who are 
considered great, learned and influential, they are exposed to pecu- 
liar and strong temptation. Such was the situation of these three 
men in Babylon. As they were young, it might naturally be ex- 
pected, that they would be led away by popular favor, and induced 
to comply with the idolatrous customs of others in the king’s court.— 
But this temptation they steadfastly resisted. They adhered strictly 
to the principles of the true religion, which was that of their fa- 
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thers; and no ambitious motives presented to their minds could in- 
duce them to violate the law of their God. Such a firm and perse- 
vering adherence to the true religion, in young men, situate as they 
were, in the midst of the corruptions of a court, sets their religious 
character in the most strikingly amiable and affecting light. 

II. These young men were captives. They had been taken 
from the land of Judah by political enemies, from whose power they 
could uot escape, who might be expected to treat them with the 
utmost rigor, if they refused to conform to the prescribed Babylon- 
ish customs. This placed them in such circumstances, as neces- 
sarily involved a strong temptation, which very few young men 
would have resisted. They had reason to expect, that, if they re- 
fused to obey the king’s commandment, they would be treated with 
much more severity than native Babylonians; because all prisoners 
of war, among the eastern nations, were liable to be treated as slaves, 
rather than as citizens. ‘I'aking these circumstances into view, 
the moral virtue and steadfastness of these young men appear truly 
remarkable. They stood comparatively alone in the midst of a 
mighty empire, in a splendid, popular and corrupt court, of a pow- 
ful, haughty and wicked kingj; ‘in reality slaves, though princes by 
suffrage; and yet they dared to transgress the king’s command- 
ment in obedience to the law of their,God. 

WR III. These yonng men hed been treated with peculiar favor, which 
might have operated as a powerful inducement upon their minds, to 
conform in all things to the customs of the court and injunctions of 
the king. ‘They had been selected from among the captive prison- 
ers, educated for the palace, and “set over the affairs of the prov- 
ince of Babylon.’’ Most young men would have considered them- 
selves exceedingly flattered by such distinctions, and would have 

thought themselves under special obligation to do all that the king 
required. But, though these men were willing to conform in things 

not sinful ; they still resisted the temptation to violate their con- 

sciences, yield to sinful customs, or violate the divine law. In 
steadfastly resisting such a powerful temptation as was presented to 

their minds in the peculiar distinctions by which they were prefer- 
red, their moral virtue, integrity and obedience appeared in the 

most remarkable light, and afford one of the brightest examples of 
illustrious piety which have been left upon sacred record. Their 

flattering prospects in the province of Babylon, presented to them 

a temptation similar in nature, to the one by which Satan tried to 

induce our blessed Savior to fall down and worship him, when he 

offered him all the kingdoms of the world and the glory of them.— 

For, by obeying the king’s wicked command, they might expect to 

retain his favor and their own political pre-eminence; while on the 

other hand, if they refused to coform, they were sure of loosing both. 

Such a temptation would have been liable to influence almost any 

young men; for flattering distinctions and political eminence are 
among the most sure and deceitful snares which captivate the hu- 
man heart. 

IV. Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego had unquestionably been 
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taken and educated with a design that they might change their re- 
ligion. It was intended, no doubt, that they should not only be 
taught “the learning and tongue of the Chaldeans,” but the rites 
and customs of their religion. Accordingly it was not only required, 
that they should be furnished with a portion of the king’s meat, and 
of the king’s wine, but the master of the eunuchs changed their 
names, that they might harmonize with the name of their most dis- 
tingnished idols. ‘Their Hebrew names, as remarksa distinguished 
commentator, ‘‘ were all. compounded with the original words for 
God, or Lord: Daniel signifying ‘ God my gudge:’ Hananiah, the 
grace of the Lorp, Azariah, the Lory isa help. It is not agreed 
what Mishael signifies; but is compounded with El, the name of 
God. But the master of the eunuchs changed these names for oth- 
ers compounded with the names of the idols of Babylon ; as intimat- 
ing the change he expected, or desired, in their religion.” Now if 
it was really expected that these distinguished captives would change 
their religion, which they did not, and they also refused to comply 
with the single requisition of the king to worship the golden image; 
they had reason to believe that he would consider it as a mark of 
peculiar obstinacy, and would treat them with severity proportion- 
ate to the peculiar favor, which they had received at his hand.— 
‘This consideration must have tended to try their holy fortitude, and 
if any thing could have done it, must have tended to induce them 
for once, to yield the strictness of their religion. But, it seems, that 
they resisted this temptation as well as others. ‘To be charged with 
bigotry, obstinacy, self-will, and ingratitude is peculiarly trying to 
human nature ; and it has presented a temptation to which mankind 
have yielded in thousands of instances. 

V. These young men had the king, the whole court, the princes, 
and the common people all against them. If they steadfastly adher- 
ed to their religion they must stand alone. They must be charged 
with obstinacy, for disregarding the king’s commandment, and with 
singularity, for not going with the multitude. To resist such a pow- 
erful example, and still maintain their integrity must have been ex- 
ceedingly trying. The power of custom and example is stronger 
than law. Indeed, it very often sweeps all before it. Hence, the 
vulgar adage,.that “‘ one may as well be out of the world as out of 
the fashion.” Very few persons indeed, in all past ages, have had 
sufficient moral courage to resist the force of example, especially 
the example of a king’s court. Now when the king himself, and all 
the princes; and all the people of every nation and tongue, were 
going to fall down and worship the golden image; it must have re- 
quired a very great degree of holy fortitude for these young men to 
refuse going with the current. 

VI. The pomp and splendor of the occasion were peculiarly faci- 
nating, and peculiarly adapted to induce all persons, especially 
young men to unite in the general parade. Mankind are generally 
fond of show; and no public ceremony perhaps was «ver conducted 
with more ostentation and pageantry than the dedication of Nebu- 
chadnezzar’s image. The image itself was calculaicd to command 
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the admiration of the whole empire. It was of such splendor, and 
of such a stature, as would doubtless induce multitudes to go great 
distances merely to behold it. Were such an image to be erected 
in any part of this country, there can be no doubt that many would 
travel across the continent merely to witness its splendor. It was 
made of gold, probably brought from Jerusalem, in the conquest of 
Nebuchadnezzar. Its enormous height was such as to render it a 
very great curiosity. Its height was sixty cubits, which was more 
than one hundred and five feet, English measure ; and though its 
breadth was not in proportion, yet that was more than ten feet— 
Such an enormous stature, made of gold, was in itself sufficient to 
attract vast attention, and in those times, and at that place of idol- 
atrous worship, to convene a great concourse of people. Beside the 
splendor of the idol, the king had so ordered, that its dedication 
should be attended with the utmost pomp and solemnity. All the 
princes and rulers, thronghout the empire, were ordered to be pres- 
ent. The king, with all his retinue, was doubtless to attend in his 
own person. All kinds of musicians, with every sort of musical in- 
struments then known were to be collected’; and the required wor- 
ship was to be rendered by all the princes and all the people, at the 
very time when all these musical instruments were sounded at once. 
All this pomp, and pagentry, and noise were directly adapted to 
draw in all persons, of every class and religion, even though they 
might otherwise have united with great reluctance. But, the piety 
of these young men led them to withstand all this. They were 
neither allured nor charmed into a compliance with the impious 
and idolatrous command. 

VII. The command of the king of Babylon was peremptory, that 
they should fall down and worship the image. The king of Baby- 
lon was a despot, an absolute monarch, whose will was law, and 
whose word was life or death to his subjects. Of such authority he 
made use on that occasion. ‘To you it is commanded, O people, 
nations and languages, that at what time ye hear the sound of the 
cornet, flute, harp, sackbut psaltry, dulcimer, and all kinds of music, 
ye fall down and worship the golden image that Nebuchadnezzar 
the king hath set up.” Such a peremtory command, from such an 
arbitrary and absolute monarch, was truly calculated to awe the 
stoutest of his subjects into a compliance. But, these three young 
captives regarded the command of God, as of higher authority than 
the command of the king of Babylon. 

VIII. The decree of Nebuchadnezzar was sanctioned by one of 
the most terriffic penalties, which he could have inflicted upon the 
transgressor of his command. This was no less than to be cast at 
once into a burning fiery furnace. ‘“ And whoso falleth not down 
and worshipeth shall the same hour be cast into the midst of a burn- 
ing fiery furnace.” Such a penalty as this, annexed to such a per- 
emtory decree from an absolute monarch, was certainly adapted to 
terrify the most stout-hearted into a compliance ; and must, if any 
thing could, have moved the three captives to do what he required. 
To be exposed to such a terriffic and dreadful panishment was cal- 
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culated to try their faith and obedience te the last degree, and to 
prove, whether they possessed that spirit which would lead them, 
under any circumstances, to serve God rather than idols. For, 

1X. These three servants of God had no reason to expect, that 
they should escape the vengeance of the king. They were not only 
caplives, but Jews ; and as such they were hated and watched by 
the multitude of their enemies. ‘They had every reason to suppose, 
therefore, that, if they refused to comply, the king would certainly 
be informed, and would consider it not only a violation of his com- 
mand, but an insult to his dignity and idolatrous religion, and an 
open contempt of hisauthority. They also knew the king too well, 
to believe, that he would abate toward them the terror of the threat- 
ened punishment. Even if, at first, they had thought to escape, they 
could not have expected it after they were summoned before the 
king; for the sequel proved what was to be the result of his deter- 
mination. When they were accused of disregarding the king’s com- 
mandment, “then Nebuchadnezzar in his rage and fury command- 
ed to bring Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego. Then they brought 
these men before the king. Nebuchadnezzar spake and said unto 
them, Is it true, O Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, do not ye 
serve my gods, nor worship the golden image whieh I have set up? 
Now if ye be ready that at what time ye hear the seund of the cor- 
net, flute, harp, sackbut, psaltry, and dulcimer, and all kinds of 
music, ye fall down and worship the image which I have made; 
well; but if ye worship not, ye shall be cast the same hour into the 
midst of a burning fiery furnace, and who is that God that shall de- 
liver you out of my hands?” ‘This threat, which was delivered in 
rage and fury, was finally executed in still greater rage and fury ; 
and its execution was no more than they had reason to appre- 
hend. 

Under such circumstances, these three captive Jews still maintain- 
ed their integrity, and continued steadfast in their holy obedience 
to the only living and true God. In doing this, they gave the most. 
striking example of fervent piety, and the constancy of their faith 
in the Sumpreme Being, who was able to deliver them, and who did 
deliver them from the effect of the king’s fury. But, even though 
they were not absolutely sure of deliverance from the burning fiery 
furnace, the steadfastuess of their piety rendered them still firm in 
their holy obedience. 

Taking all these things into view, their character appears in the 
most excellent and amiable light, and their reply to the king afford- 
ed one of the most remarkable instances of holy firmness, which 
was ever recorded. ‘‘ Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, answer- 
ed and said to the king, O Nebuchadnezzar, we are not careful to 
answer thee in this matter. If it be so, our God whom we serve is 
able to deliver us from the burning fiery furnace, and he will deliv- 
er us out of thy hand, O king. But if not, be it known unto thee, 
O king, that we will not serve thy gods, nor worship the golden im- 
age which thou hast set up.” 
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IMPROVEMENT. 


1. In view of the character and conduct of Shadrach, Meshach, 
and Abed-nego, together with their wonderful deliverance from the 
burning fiery furnace, we have reason to be astonished at the prov- 
idence of God, in vindicating his own cause, and defeating the de- 
signs of his enemies. Nebuchadnezzar was a haughty and power- 
ful monarch, as well as an inveterate idolater. He had an utter 
contempt for the true God and the true religion. The idols of his 
own choice he intended to honor, and to bring all people kindreds 
and tongues to do the same. For this object he set up his golden 
image, and defied the authority of Jehovah, when he demanded of 
the three captives, “ Who is that God that shall deliver vou out of 
my hands?” But God so ordered it, that the very measures, which 
Nebuchadnezzar devised in order to bring the true religion into 
contempt, tended directly to bring contempt upon his own idols, 
and upon his heathenish worship. The very circumstance of his 
setting up the golden image, prepared the way for all the princes of 
the empire to be gathered together. Being thus assembled, they 
had opportunity to witness the pious fidelity of Shadrach, Meshach, 
and Abed-nego; and to see the wonderful display of God’s power 
in their deliverance. ‘The idolatry of Nebuchadnezzar, therefore, 
was, by the providence of God, as publicly brought into contempt, 
as he intended the golden image should be publicly adored. In this 
public manner, in presence of all the princes, and a vast multitude 
of people of the Babylonian empire, God vindicated his own author- 
ity and worshp, and poured contempt upon their false gods and false 
religion. He publicly sanctioned the obedience and fidelity, of his 
children, and vindicated their pious constancy against the rage and 
fury of the most powerful monarch on earth. We have, then, in 
the wickedness and rage, and idolatry, and intolerance of Nebuchad- 
nezzar, a most wonderful display of the wisdom, power, and agency 
of God, in bringing light out of darkness, order out of confusion, 
and good out of evil; in causing the wrath of man to praise him, 
and restraining the remainder of wrath. 

2. From the circumstances to which we have attended, in the 
character and conduct of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, we 
may learn, that the people of God are always safe in doing their 
duty. The people of God ordinarily can never expect to be brought in- 
to more trying circumstances, than were the three captives to whose 
history we have attended. But, it seems, that they were safe in 
the discharge of their duty; and if they were safe in the discharge 
of their duty, none of the peopie of God can ever be in any danger 
in pursuing the same course. Their confidence in God was im- 
plicit and unshaken. They trusted in him and obeyed his law.— 
The nature and importance of holy obedience were fixed in their 
hearts, and God did not disappoint their trust. He wrought for 
their deliverance, and rescued them even from the burning fiery 
furnace, enkindled by the wrath and fury of the king of Babylon. 
The greatness of this deliverance will appear, if we attend to the 
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account immediately succeeding the text. When these three men 

made the momorable reply, which has already been recited ; “ ‘Then 

was Nebuchadnezzar full of fury, and the form of his visage was 

changed against Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego; therefore he 

spake, and commanded that they should heat the furnace one seven 

times more than it was wont to be heated. And he commanded 

the most mighty men that were in his army to bind Shadrach, Me- 

shach, and Abed-nego, and to cast them into the burning fiery fur- 
nace, Then these men were bound in their coats, their hosen, 

and their hats, and their other garments, and were cast into the 

midst of the burning fiery furnace. ‘Therefore because the king’s 

commandment was urgeut, and the furnace exceeding hot, the flame 

of the fire slew those men that took up Shadrach, Meshach, and 
Abed-nego. And these three men, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed 
nezo, fell down into the midst of the burning fiery furnace. ‘Then 
Nebuchadnezzar the king was astonished, and rose up in haste, 
and spake, and said unto his counsellors, Did not we cast three 
men bound into the midst of the fire?) They answered and_ said 
unto the king, True, O king. He answered and said, Lo, I see. 
four men loose, walking in the midst of the fire, and they have no 
hurt: and the form of the fourth is like the Son of God. Then 
Nebuchadnezzar came near to the mouth of the burning fiery furnace, 
and spake, and said, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, ye serv- 
ants of the most high God, come forth, and come hither. Then Sha- 
drach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, came forth of the midst of the fire. 
And the princes, governors, and captains, and the king’s counsellors, 
being gathered together, saw these men, upon whose bodies the fire 
had no power, nor was a hair of their head singed, neither were 
their coats changed, nor the smell of fire had passed on them.”— 
Such was the wonderful deliverance which God wrought for these 
faithful servants, and convinced not only the king, but all the prin- 
ces of Babylon, that his people were safe in doing their duty. Now, 
though God may not work miracles, at the present day, in deliver- 
ance of his own people; vet they may feel just as safe in the dis- 
charge of their duty, as did Shadrach, Mesha ich, and Abed-nego. 
** He that walketh uprightly, walketh surely.” Even if good men 
were to suffer martyrdom, in the discharge of their duty ; ; God 
would approve of their conduct, and their ‘fidelity would gain for 
them a heavenly crown. In whatever circumstances th iey may be 
placed, therefore, the people of God are always safe in the discharge 
of their duty. They need not fear the frowns of the world, nor the 
wrath of princes and kings. God is stronger than the strong man 
armed, and those who trust and obey him have nothing to fear.— 
** The name of the Lord is a strong tower; the righteous runneth 
into it, and is safe.” 

3. It is evident from what has been said concerning these three 
young men, that when the people of God are faithful, they will dis- 
charge their duty, whatevcr may be the consequences. Such was the 
fidelity of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego. It is true, they had 
perfect confidence that God was able to deliver them from the fure 
nace, and expected that he would deliver them ; yet they were de- 
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termined to do their duty ; even thongh they should not be delivered. 
This determination is evident from their prompt and memorable re- 
ply to Nebuchadnezzar. ‘“ Shadrach, Meshtch, and Abed-nego, 
answered and said to the king, Q Nebuchadnezzar, we are not 
careful to answer thee in this matter. If it be so, our God, whom 
we serve, is able to deliver us from the burning fiery furnace, and 
he will deliver us out of thy hand, Oking. But if not, be it known 
unto thee, O king, that we will not serve thy gods, nor worship the 
golden image which thou hast set up.” This answer, as well as 
the whole conduct of ghese three captives, proved, that they were 
fully determined to risk all consequences in the discharge of their 
duty ; and they persevered according to their pious determination. 
They did pertorm their duty, and leave the consequences with God. 
In opposition to popular favor; their own apparent temporal inter- 
est; the command and wrath of the king; and even in the immedi- 
ate prospect of being cast into the burning fiery furnace, they re- 
mained faithful, and obeyed the law of their God. So all those who 
are truely faithful will obey God, whatever may be the consequenses. 
These they will leave with him. Indeed, in the discharge of their 
duty, the people of God have nothing to do with consequences. It 
is their business to obey God ; it is his prerogative to dispose of them 
and of all events in such a manner as to glorify himself. 

4. From the account given of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-ne- 
go, to which we have attended, it is evident, that no persons can 
plead any reasonable excuse for the neglect of any duty whatever. 
Mankind in general, and even professors of religion are ever trying 
to excuse themselves in disobedience to God, and a neglect of the 
duties which he has enjoined. But, there is no excuse whatever, 
which any of them are disposed to urge, that is not weak and friv- 
olous, when compared with what might have been urged by Shad- 
rach, Meshach, and Abed-nego If any are in danger of losing 
their popularity ; the three captives were in danger of losing their 
popularity. In the discharge of their duty, they were obliged to 
resist the popular influence of all the princes and of all the people 
in the province of Babylon. If any are in danger, by the discharge 
of their duty, of losing places of honor to which they have been 
elevated ; Shadrach, Meshach, and A'ved-nego were in the like dan- 
ger. It any are in danger of opposition from those in authority ; 
the three men of whom we have been speaking had to breast the 
peremtory command of one of the most powerful despots then on 
the earth. Ifany are apprehensive of meeting with personal vio- 
lence in the discharge of duty; Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego 
were not only exposed to the rage and fury of king Nebuchadnez- 
zar, but to be cast alive into the midst of the burning fiery furnace. 
In short, we cannot conceive of any persons being placed in a more 
trying situation, than were these three captive Jews.* But they 





* Had these three captives been governed by such maxinms of “‘ expedien- 
cy’’ as often influence professors of religion at the present day ; we have rea- 
sen te believe, that they would have acted very differently from what they 
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suffered nothing to deter them from obeying God; and hence no 
persons, in any situation whatever, have any reasonable excuse for 
being deterred from the discharge of their duty. All those various 
excuses, which, at the present day, are urged by multitudes for the 
neglect of duty, are nothing in comparison with what might have 
been urged by the three faithful children of God, whose example ts 
presented to our view. [tis evident, then, that no persons have any 
reasonable excuse for the neglect of any duty whatever; but every 
one is bound to follow the example of the prophets and martyrs, 
and of the Lord Jesus Christ and his apostles, and always to obey 
God rather than man. 





did act in their trying circumstances. Had the modern doctrine of expe- 
diency been the rule of their conduct, we may suppose that something like 
the following dialogue would have ensued :— 

Shadrach. Well, brethren, you see the trying circumstances in which we 
are placed. The king has made a decree, and sanctioned it with the penal- 
ty of death, that we shall join in the dedication and worship of his golden 
image. What shall we do? If we refuse, we shall be considered bigoted 
and obstinate ; and shall no doubt be pointed at, with the finger of scorn, by 
every one of the princes in Babylon. 

Meshach. If we refuse to obey the king, we shall have all the great, and 
wise men in the whole empire against us; and we shall have to stand alone. 
What is still worse, we shall incur the displeasure of our Lord the king,’and 
certainly lose our places, if not our lives. 

Abed-nego. We have now considerable influence in the province, which 
we are able to exert to great effect. If we lose our influence,—as we cer- 
tainly shall, if we do not go with the multitude,—we shall lose the means of 
doing good. I cannot think, therefore, that we ought to be reckless, and 
“ break our necks,” by resisting the popular current. 

Meshach. The views of brother Abed-nego, are perfectly just. I think it 
a matter of duty to retain our influence, that we may be able to do more good 
for our country and the advancement of our religion. But if, by disobeying 
the king, we lose our offices and our influence, we need not expect ever to 
do any more good, and shall be criminal for throwing away our talents. 

Shadrach. I have the greater scruples respecting the law of our God, 
which forbids the worship of images. 

Meshack. I had some scruples, at first; but I think we need do no vio- 
jence to our conscience on that score. Why, look here, brother Shadrach ; 
the king does not require us to abjure our religion, but only to fall down once, 
at the dedication of his image ; and if we appear to be loyal, I presume he 
will ever after indulge us, without molestation, in our own religious rites. 

Abed-nego. We are not obliged to worship the image in our hearts ;—but 
even while we are prostrated with the other princes, we can be silently pray- 
ing to the true God. 

Shadrack. (aside) I see the minds of my brethren are formed, and what- 
ever I can say will do no good. If they join the procession, I cannot be left 
behind.— Well, brethren, I shall leave the matter with you; but I shall be 
glad when the ceremonies of the day are over ; and we must here after exert 
all our powers to convince our associates in Babylon of the folly and wick- 
edness of idolatry. 

Meshach and Abed-nego. Why, certainly, we had better be united, and 
either all go or stay ;—(Music at a distance,) come, we hear the cornet; the 
king expects us in his retinue, and it is now too late for further delibera- 
tions.—[Omnes ereunt.] 
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5. In view of what has been said in this discourse, concerning 
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, we may infer, that it is no 
certainty that individuals are wrong, because they stand alone im 
their religious opinions and in the discharge of what they consider 
tu be duty. I admit, that it is no certain evidence that one is right, 
because he has to stand alone. A person may stand alone in the: 
worong, as well as in the right; but it is much more common for 
persons to follow the multitude, even without taking pains to ine 
quire whether they are right or wrong. ‘There are many persons, 
however, who are disposed to condemn one as certainly in the 
wrong, because he has to stand apparently or comparatively alone. 
They seem to form their opinion on the ground of the old adage, 
“What every body says, must be true.” But this is certainly a false 
standard of judgment. Shardrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego stood 
alone, in the province of Babylon, while ail the great men of the 
kingdom bowed down and worshipped Nebachadnezzar’s golden 
image. Beside the prophet Daniel, concerning whom, on this oc- 
casion, the Scripture is silent, we have no reason to believe, that 
there was an individual in Babylon to stand by them. Noah had 
to stand alone in the discharge of his duty. Lot had to stand alone 
against the corruptions and lewdness of Sodom. Elijah had to stand 
alone in maintaining the true worship of God in the land of Israel. 
Our Lord Jesus Christ stood alone, and sealed the truth with his 
blood. It isno sign, that a person is in the wrong, therefore, mere- 
ly because he has the multitude against him ; and even if he has all 
the great and mighty men of the world against him, it does. not, 
prove him in the wrong. 

6. From what has been said concerning the three captives, whose 
character has been described in this discourse, we may infer, that 
a conscientious discharge of duty is no evidence of obstinacy. It 
is often said of persons, who will not yield the truth and compro- 
mit their duty, that they are obstinale and wiiful. But the charge 
of obstinacy and wilfulness lies against the other side. Shadrach, 
Meshach, and Abed-nego were neither obstinate nor wilful; but 
conscientious. On the other hand, Nebuchadnezzar was really ob- 
stinate and wilful.—He had no scruples of conscience in the matter. 
He was capricious and arbitrary.—His wilfulness and obstinacy 
even swelled into rage and fury. 

7. From the account given of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed- 
nego, in the third chapter of Daniel, we may learn the supreme re- 
gard, which ought to be paid to every precept and prohibition of 
the divine law. Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, had such a 
regard to the law of God, that they would not violate it, even to es- 
cape the burning fiery furnace. God also expressed his approba- 
tion of their constancy. Their miraculous deliverance has been re- 
corded in the Scriptures, a standing memorial not only of their 
fidelity, but of God's complacency in their holy obedience. 

8. This whole subject addresses itself with peculiar emphasis to 
young men. Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego were young min; 
and their character is presented as a bright and lovely example for 
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the imitation of young men in all ages. Young men are in very 
great danger. ‘They often think it a mark of great talents, and of 
and independant mind to become skeptical respecting the the relig- 
ion of the Bible-—But it is not so. Shadrach, Meshach and Abed- 
nego were truly magnanimous; but had they abjured their religion 
and’ gone with the multitude, they would have manifested 
great mental imbecility. So of young men in general, in these days 
of corruption and infidelity. It is no mark of a great mind, tocast 
off early religious principles and restraints, and become skeptical 
respecting the truths of the Bible; but if young men would evince 
true mental greatness, enjoy the favor of God, {and, like the three 
captives, receive the approbation of all future generations, they 
must abide in the principles of the true religion, and conscientiously 
and scrupulously obey God rather than man, and walk in the path 
of moral virtue, though they have to breast the tide of popular in- 
fluence, and the torrent of moral corruption. 

Finally. Let all persons, whether old ‘or young, be exhorted to 
trust in God and perform their duty. In this declining age, of 
scoffers and infidelity, let them follow the example of Shadrach, 
Meshach, and Abed-nego. 


For the New-England Telegraph. 
CHRISTIANS MAY KNOW THAT THEY ARE ELECTED. 


RY ABEL G. DUNCAN, OF HANOVER, MASS. 


Tne subjects of government are frequently speaking of the meas- 
ures and acts of rulers. ‘They are often desirous of knowing what 
persons will be selected from the rest, as the subjects of special fa- 
vor; and it is interesting to witness the eagerness of search for 
satisfactory evidence in relation to their inquiries. Why do not 
mankind take as deep ‘interest in the government of God, who is 
King of kings and Lord of lords? Must we not attribute the ap- 
parent apathy and indifference on this subject to the secret infidel- 
ity of the heart, which would express itself in the foolish wish ;— 
‘““No God”? We should conclude from the great differences exist- 
ing in this world under divine providence, and in the distribution 
and advantages of divine grace, that God would, as other govern- 
ments, make some essential and lasting differences between some of 
mankind and others. ‘The apostle Paul recognizes this as a fact, 
in his first epistle to the Thessalonians. Addressing those who are 
in Christ Jesus, he says, ‘“ Knowing, brethren beloved, your elec- 
tion of God.” Election is a choice or preference, and supposes 
that some are elected and others are left. This is according to the 
acceptation of the word wherever it is applied. The apostles also 
assured the Christians in the Thessalonian Church tiat their elece 
tion was known. ‘This mode of expression evidentiy involves what 
I propose to make the subject of this communication, viz: 

The election of Christians may be known. 
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The Scriptures inculcate the doctrine, that Christians are elect- 
ed or chosen of God. This is plainly taught in the passage to 
which I have adverted. True, it is not directly declared, but the 
evidence is not any the less convincing. It is incidental proof, 
which is sometimes more powerful than when exhibited in a for- 
mal way. The apostle speaks as though he knew, that the Christ- 
ians of ‘Thessalonica were familiar with, this important doctrine. 
He speaks of the docirine as one which did not need any formal 
statement or proof, and as one which would not be denied by those 
to whom he was writing. But he does not leave the doctrine to the 
implication of his readers. He speaks of the truth in express terms, 
negatively and positively. Says he inthis epistle, “God hath not ap- 
pointed us unto wrath,buttoobtain salvation by our Lord Jesus Christ.” 
In the second epistle, says, ‘‘We are bound to give thanks always to 
God, for you, brethren, Leloved of the Lord, becanse God hath from 
the begining, chosen you to salvation, through sanctification of the 
Spirit and belief ofthe truth, whereunto he called you by our gospel, 
to the obtaining of the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ.” This plain 
language is abundantly sustained by other writings of Paul, and not 
only so, but by the other apostles, and by our Lord himself. Any 
person who will take a reference Bible, will find, that this doctrine 
runs through the whole current of Scripture, appearing in various 
forms, but possessing essentially the same character. The election 
is of God. It is God who makes the choice. He is unchangeable. 
Hence it is God who has made the choice from the beginning, a 
phrase denoting, from eternity. He has chosen them to salvation, 
through sanctification of the Spirit, and belief of the truth. ‘They 
are therefore called by the gospel to the obtaining of the glory of 
the Lord Jesus Christ. All this is done, according to the apostle 
in another place, “to the praise of the glory of his grace, wherein 
he hath made them accepted in the Beloved.’’ Thisis a brief view 
of the doctrine of election, which, being a truth, must forever stand 
as a mountain of brass, that cannot be overturned by any or all its 
enemies, but must stand as long as the universe and government of 
God. 

Now, if God, has from eternity chosen Christians unto salvation ; 
we may reasonably infer, that their election may be known. Paul 
took this for granted, as a legitimate inference from the doctrine it- 
self. ‘* Knowing, brethren beloved, your election of God.’ The 
apostle would not have made this declaration, were not the fact such 
as could be be known. Is the fact one of a character which can- 
not be the object of knowledge? Not so; if we are to credit the 
apostle, who says, “ Knowing, brethren beloved, your election.” 
By consulting parallel passages, we shall find the same truth plainly 
inculcated. We have seen, that Paul told the Christians at Thessa- 
lonica, ‘ that God had not appointed them to wrath.’ He told them that 
they were bound by the obligation of thanks, om account of their 
election to salvation. In this way he likewise speaks to the Ephe- 
sian Christians. He says, ‘‘ Blessed be the God and Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings 
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in heevenly places in Christ, according as he hath chosen us in 
him.” Peter writes to Christians, calling them, ‘ elect, according 
to the foreknowledge of God the Father, through sanctification of 
the Spirit, unto obedience, and sptinkling of the blood of Jesus 
Christ. The same apostle, in his second letter, exhorts Christians 
to give all diligence to make their calling and election sure.’ The 
meaning of this exhortation is not that they should make it sure in 
the counsel of God, or sure as it respects God ; but sure unto them- 
selves, by giving diligence to the duty. From these considerations 
it is evident, that the election of Christians may be known. 

The truth under consideration will appear further evident, how- 
ever, if it is considered how the election of Christians may be known. 
How did the appostle know the election of the Thessalonian Christ- 
ians? He did not know it by simple inspiration ; although the truth, 
that God has elected some of mankind to salvation, was purely a matter 
of revelation. Noone could know this truth, had not God revealed it. 
But, being known, inspiration was not absolutely necessary to our 
knowing that Christians are elected. Paul was inspired to say he knew 
it. But he might have known it,that is,that certain Christianswere elect- 
ed, without inspiration. This is evident from the whole epistle. What 
reason did the apostle give of hisknowledge? He tells‘us in sub- 
sequent verses. ‘“‘ For our gospel came not unto you in word only, 
but also in power, and in the Holy Ghost, and in much assurance, 
as ye know what manner of men we were among you, for your sake. 
And ye became followers of us, and of the Lord, having received 
the word in much affliction, with joy of the Holy Ghost, so that ye 
were examples to all that believe, in Macedonia and Achaia. For, 
from you sounded out the word of the Lord, not only in Macedo- 
nia and Achaia, but also in every place your faith to God-ward is 
spread abroad.” He says farther concerning them, “ For this 
cause, also, thank we God without ceasing, because when ye re- 
ceived the worl of God, which ye heard of us, ye received it not 
as the word of men, but as it is in truth, the word of God, which 
effectually worketh in you that believe. For ye, brethren, became 
followers of the churches of God, which in Judea, are in Christ Je- 
sus; for ye also have suffered like things of your own countrymen, 
even as they have of the Jews.” In another verse, he says concern- 
ing them, ‘“* Remembering without ceasing your work of faith, and 
labor of love, and patience of hope in. our Lord Jesus Christ, in the 
sight of God and our Father.” From these passages of Scripture, 
delineating the character of the Thessalonians, as well as from oth- 
ers, we perceive the perfect correspondence between it and what 
the doctrine of election, in its efficient application, is designed to 
accomplish in those who are elected. There was, on their part a 
renunciation of their abominable idolatries, and consequent pollu- 
tions and sins, and a turning to the Lord, in hearty belief of his. 
word, and consequent exhibition of firm adherence to the way of relig- 
ion in the external conduct, and internal graces ofthe Spirit. They be- 
came followers of the Lord,they received his word in faith, they turned 
from idols to serve the living and true God, they endured the con- 
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tumely and persecution of their enemies for the gospel's sake, they 
performed a work of faith and labor of love, and exhibited the pa- 
tience of hope. ‘They did all in their power to sound out the word: 
of the Lord, to publish it as they had opportunity. Their faith grew 
exceedingly, and their charity abounded. ‘These effects of the truth 
and of the power of God, the apostle saw, and while they gladden- 
ed his heart, he knew that they agreed with the word of God in its 
representations of what election was designed to produce on them 
who are elected. ‘This design he expressed in a very beautiful and 
forcible manner to the Romans. ‘ for whom he did foreknow, he 
also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his 
Son, that he might be the first-born among many brethren. 
Moreover, whom he did predestinate, them he also called, and 
whom he called; them he also justified, and whom he justi- 
fied, them he also glorified.” He saw convincing exhibition of con- 
formity to the image of God’s Son by the Thessalonian Christians, 
and he must have come to the conclusion, that they were elected of 
God. This truth he was inspired to communicate to them for their 
benefit. We find that, when Peter exhorts Christians to make their 
calling and election sure, he informs them how they may do it. 
“For if ye do these things, ye shall never fall.” What things? 
Those things which he had just before exhorted themtodo. “ Giv- 
ing all diligence,” saith he, * add to your faith virtue, and to virtue, 
knowledge, and to knowledge, temperance, and to temperance, pa- 
tience, and to patience, godliness, and to godliness, brotherly kind- 
ness, and to brotherly kindness, charity.” From this we may learn 
how that the election of Christians may be known. When we see 
them adding knowledge to virtue, and temperance to knowledge, 
and patience to temperance, and godliness to patience, and brotherly 
kindness to godliness, and charity to al/ ; we may be sure that such 
are the elect of God. *‘ For suchas dothese thingsshall never fall.” 
Here, then, we learn dow the election of Christians may be known. 
It is by ascertaining the agreement between their character and con- 
duct and what the purpose of election is designed to accomplish in 
them. 

It may now be proper to inquire, Why God has so ordered the 
economy of grace, that the election of Christians may be known ? 

We must conclude, from the general analogies pervading the 
works of God, as well as from his character, that the fact Is not a 
contingent one, or one which might not have taken place with equal 
advantage. Why, then, has God so ordered things, that the election 
of Christians may be known? It may be answered, For tve same 
general reason which influenced him to edect them. ‘This reason 
has already been brought intoview. It as been stated, as the apos- 
tle Paul informs us, that Christians are chosen in Christ, with refer- 
ence to the subsequent desirable results upon their character, privi- 
leges and prospects, and that it might be to the praise of the glory 
of his grace wherein he hath made them accepted in the Beloved. 
We should judge that God would design that his purpose should be 
known in its eccomp!ishment for the same important reason. When 
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we learn the true character and import of the purpose of election, 
and what it is designed to accomplish on human character and des- 
tiny; when we discover in Christians, in their character, designs, 
actions and works, only a reflection of the glorious grace of God in 
the purpose of election, we not only come to the conclusion that 
they are elected, but likewise, behold manifold wisdom in the work 
which is within them by the power and goodness of God through 
JesusChrist. ‘That this is the case, we may conclude from the ex- 
hortation of Christ to his followers, ‘* Let your light so shine before 
men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father 
who is in heaven.” When the world beholds the radical and won- 
drous changes produced in the character of Christians, and the difs 
ference of end, affection, action, and principles found in them, they 
may not only know that God is faithful in the accomplishment of 
his purposes, but they are constrained not unfrequently to say, 
“ What hath God wrought?” Christians themselves, when they 
know in this way the election of others, not only feel great joy in 
the astonishing benevolence of God, which has been manifested tos 
ward them, but they feel bound to give thanks unto God always for 
their brethren. In this way, God is glorified by the cognizance of 
his hand and grace, in accomplishing his eternal purpose of grace 
in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

Another reason for so ordering things, that the election of Christians 
may be known, is derived from the many good effects which a 
knowledge of it is adapted to produce upon them. One of these 
effects is a sense of constant dependence on God. Another, is joy. 
Another, is peace. Another, is zeal, and confidence, and stead faste 
ness in the Christian race and warfare. Another, is ‘strong faith, 
giving glory to God.’ From these and other effects upon Christians 
of such a knowledge, we may see that God has good reasons for or- 
dering things so that the election of Christians may be known. 

Another reason is deduced from the influence of such a knowl- 
edge upon the impenitent. What is this influence? It is such 
that they must realize their absolute dependence on God, they would 
see the real state of their hearts before him, and learn the difference 
which has been made between themselves and Christians, and which 
must forever exist unless a radical change is experienced by them. 
Now, this influence of such a knowledge on the impenitent affords a 
good reason why God should so order things, that the election of 
Christians may be known. 

I shall close this article with some deductions and remarks. 

We may learn the greatness of God’s grace and condecension in 
the purpose of election. Instead of being the just cause of so much 
caviling, objection and contumely as are cast upon the doctrine by 
ungodly sinners, and consequently upon God himself, his purpose 
in election should excite our highest admiration of the greatness of 
his grace and condescension. He was under no obligation, on the 
ground of justice, to purpose the salvation of a single sinner, any 
more than to purpose the salvation of a single devil. All mankind 
are, by nature, the children of wrath, and justly exposed to the pen 
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alties of the laws, which they have vielated. Justice calls tor their 
condemnation. But an atonement has been provided, in’ view of 
and on account of whch, it was consistent for God to de- 
termine to have mercy on some, whom he foreknew as best to save. 
It was infinite condescension and grace to have mercy on a single 
sinner, and consequently to have made such a determination.— 
Though only one sinner should have been saved, none of the others 
would have any just cause of complaint, nor good reason to offer 
why the sentence of the divine law should not be executed upon 
them. But God has showed his grace and condescension in sucha 
manner, in the purpose of election, as makes them appear in un- 
searchable greatness. Inumerable multitudes are embraced in the 
purpose of election. Further, his grace and condescention are man- 
ifested in the purpose by so ordering it, that it may be known that 
Christians are elected to salvation. He is seen stooping to the ill- 
deserving from the throne of his glory, to point out the way in which 
they may know his purpose of mercy concerning the children of 
men. 

It appears from this subject, that those persons who are elected, 
bat are still unrenewed, cannot know while in that state that they 
are elected. We have reason to believe that great multitudes of 
the impenitent and unregenerate are numbered among the predes- 
tinated of God to eternal life. Paul was told in a vision, while in 
Corinth, that God had much people in that city, whch evidently sig- 
nified that many besides those who already believed, were included. 
This know!edge was obtained by a special revelation. But Paul 
knew not the individuals, neither could any persons, not even the 
elect themselves, while unbelievers know that thay were elected of 
God. Such is the case now. As many as are ordained to eternal 
life will sooner or later be brought to believe. But none of them 
while unbelievers can know that they are elect. For the only way 
to know this has been pointed out. It is by knowing that they bear 
the image of Christ. But this they do not, therefore, cannot know 
that they are elected. ‘The doctrine of election, in this way cuts 
off all presumptuous conclusions on the part of sinners and affords 
no inducement to continue in sin. ‘Those who are presumptuously 
looking to election for encouragement while they continue in sin, 
have mistaken views of election and are trusting to the mere imag- 
inations of their hearts. 

It appears from this subject, that no particular individual who is 
a sinner can know that he is a reprobate. It is true that some will 
not be saved. God chose, on the whole that they should continue 
in their own chozen ways of sin and rebellion, and be lost. But 
what individuals are among the number, whom God will make hon- 
or his glorious majesty, power and justice, in their eternal condem- 
nation, we know not and cannot know. No individual sinner can 
know this of himself. For as no individual sinner can, while a sin- 
ner, know that he is among the elect, so also he cannot know that 
he is a reprobate. He doves not know the one, therefore cannot 
know the other. Hence we see that the gloomy conclusions which 
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some awakened sinners form against themselves, as being reprobates, 
are utterly groundless and should not be indulged. Some think that 
they have committed the unpardonable sin, some that they are so 
great sinners that God cannot have mercy on them, and in this way 
conclude that they are among the reprobate. But, these conclusions 
are groundiess. It is true that every sinner, whether awakened or 
stupid, has cause for fear andalarm. But he has no ground on which 
to come to the settled conclusion that he is a reprobate. He is to 
look to the truth, to learn and to do duty and trust in Christ, and 
then he may gain certain knowledge of the purpose of God concern- 
ing him, and not before. Hence, 

The doctrine of election is not a discouraging doctrine. When 
a person is in a state that he may gain certain knowledge of his elec- 
tion, the doctrine is highly encourageing. When he is not in this 
state, he can derive nothing from the doctrine either to encourage 
presumptuous hope, or to drive to despair. It holds out fairly and 
fully certain general laws, to which all are exhorted to conform, 
with the highest inducements. Let all do this, and the doctrine will 
never discourage any one. But if the sinuer will not do this, then 
he must take the consequences. But he cannot charge election 
with being a discourageing doctrine, because it holds out the only 
vestige of a probability that he may be saved. 

It appears from this subject, that backsliders can not know, while 
such, that they are elected. While such, they are not followers of 
Christ but of the Devil, and his lusts they are doing. Satan might 
as well get evidence of election, while supremely selfish, as back- 
sliders who are supremely selfish. They can find no evidence, while 
such, that they bear the image of Christ, because they can find only 
the old man with his corrupt deeds bearing sway in their souls.— 
Let backsliders know this with astonishment, in view of their stu- 
pidity and carnal security and turn again unto God, by doing their 
first works, and seeking their first love by repentance. Until they 
do this, all that they have experienced, for aught that they can know, 
was nothing but delusion. 

It appears from this subject, that Christians may attain to the full 
assurance of hope. If they cau know that they are elected, then they 
may in the same way, have a good and fully assured hope, that they 
are pardoned and will be saved. Let them aim at this. It is wor- 
thy of their highest efforts. 

It appears from this subject, that Christians have a great work 
to perform. It is to endeavor to make their calling and election 
sure unto themselves. The way has been pointed out. They are 
to live in such a manner that all shall be constrained to say, if not 
to say, to feel the solemn truth, that they are theelect of God. The 
way to do this, is clearly pointed out. It is to do as the Thessalo- 
nians did. It is to doas Peter directed Christians. Have not 
Christians a great work to perform? Do you, my Christian friends, 
realize this?’ O that you did. Your own peace, joy and consola- 
tion are involved in this great work. The highest good of the im- 
penitent is involved in it. ‘The glory of God is involved in it, You 
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should live every day so that you may know, from present evidence, 
that you are elected of God, and so that the impenitent around you 
shall know it. ‘To do this, isa great work. It is called a work 
and a labor. It isthe work of faith and the labor of love.— But 
there is great encoutagement to engage in it with all the heart. 

The impenitent are entreated to improve this subject in a right 
manner. As you do not know the purpose of God concerning you, 
as the way of knowing that he has the purpose of mercy towards us 
is clearly pointed out, as you are entirely dependent on his grace 
through Jesus Christ, as Christ is freely offered to you, and as the 
glory of God is connected with the salvation of the elect, you have 
the highest motives to induce you to give all diligence to make your 
calling and election sure. God purposes. But man has something 
to do, and he has power, in dependence on God, to do it. Do then 
your duty. Add to your knowledge, virtue, by repentance and cordial 
faith in Christ. Do this, my impenitent friends, and though your 
sins be of a crimson and of a scarlet hue, yet you can gain evidence 
that they are washed away in the blood of the Lamb, and that you 
are elected of God to salvation. 


From the Ohio Observer. 
JESUIT OF CANTON, OHIO. 


Ir is often said, by those who wish to say something favorable of 
the Roman religion, that it is not what it once was. They aver, 
that in common with all other systems, it has undergone a change, 
which has removed from it, its objectional features, rendering it be- 
nign and tolerant, when once it was undeniably otherwise. This, 
however, is a compliment which Catholics never thank us for pay- 
ing them ; and one they never think of paying themselves. They 
assure us it is the same now, that it ever was; and that any expecta- 
tion of a change is foolish in the extreme. 

The following statement of facts will abundantly show that this 
is the case ; for if Romanism is not in some degree modified here, 
by those institutions and circumstances which shed light and love 
upon its darkness, where may we expect it will be? If here, where 
I am writing, it will lift its iron heel to crush the man who opposes 
it, and deny him even a bed among the dead, where will it not do 
this? Now for the facts. 

Information was circulated through our village, that an only child 
of Dr. Bowen, a citizen of this place, was dead ; and that the fun- 
eral would be attended the 19th. The writer was aware that the 
mother of the child was a member of the Catholic church, and of 
course concluded that it would be buried by the Catholics in their 
usual way ; he however felt that, as a matter of courtesy, and from 
respect to the parents of the child, it was his duty to attend the fun- 
eral; yet he wished and expected to be regarded only in the light 
ef any other man. Not knowing the hour of the funeral, I waited 
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for the bell which rang about half past nine in the morning; at 
which time I hastened to the house ; but seeing a few people only, 
concluded I had mistaken the time. I stepped into an adjoining 
house, to enquire, when casting my eye out of the window, I saw 
Dr. Bowen himself passing, and asked him if the hour of the exer- 
cises had arrived? He replied: ‘It has not, the funeral will be 
some time between the hours of ten and eleven ; say about half past 
ten.” And added—in a very kind, yet earnest manner,—“ will you 
be so kind as to attend?” Understanding him, as doing this to re- 
move whatever of embarrasment [ might feel—from the considera- 
tion that | was a Protestant, and Protestant Clergyman, and that the 
funeral was undoubtedly to be Catholic in the strictest sense, and 
certainly I do feel embarrased at such times, hardly knowing whether 
to go or not, I very promptly replied, ‘ I shall attend.” 

At the appointed hour, half past ten, [ was there, went in, and 
was seated in the room with the corpse and several of the neighbors, 
tugether with the father of the child. Soon the heart-broken, and 
thrice bereaved mother entered ; she pronounced my name as she 
passed me to her seat by the side of the remains of her babe. Soon 
after she was seated, her husband rose, went to her, and whispered 
something ; and immediately came to me, expressing a wish that I 
would make, if I saw fit, some remarks, and go through with those 
exercises which are usual on funeral occasions. I answered him 
by saying, I would cheerfully comply with any wishes that he and 
Mrs. B. should express, and begged of him to suggest whatever he 
would have me to do. He replied by again referring it to me, and 
in such a way as to intimate, that being a minister, | must of course 
be acquainted with what he wished, as he only asked for the exer- 
cises which were usual on such occasions. I immediately proceeded 
to make some remarks, offered a short prayer, pronounced the bene- 
diction, and prepared to follow to the grave. 

I had been all the time surprised at the small number of Catho- 
lics present; and cannot yet account for it. But small as their num- 
bers were, one, as I had occasion soon to learn, on seeing me com- 
ply with the request of the bereaved parents, ran forthwith to their 
priest, and informed him that Mr. Hopkins was saying prayers over 
the dead child, etc. etc. ; wherefore the priest gave orders to the 
grave-digger, who had just completed the grave, to fill it up again! 
All this passed—and not one soul at the funeral knew of it, or sus- 
pected it. After having given these orders, and seen them perform- 
ed, the priest left the church and walked to a neighboring house. 
Meanwhile the procession was carrying the corpse towards the Cath- 
olic grave yard, expecting to meet the accustomed ceremonies there. 

As we drew nigh, I was unable to account for the silence of the 
bell, and some other appearances, and inquired of a member of that 
church who was walking directly behind me, if the priest were at 
home? who replied, ‘he is.’ We had now arrive:! nearly at the 
gate, when the grave-digger, who had been standin in sight, for 
some time—came forward, and said in broken Eng!!=h to the bear- 
ers, “ stop gals, stop: you not go in.” ‘The bearers were six young 
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ladies ; this is the Catholic mode of burying very young -children. 
He then began to talk very fast in German: at which, as I could 
not understand him, { cast my eyes on a physician at my right hand 
who, I knew could. There were sufficient indications of trouble 
and surprise in his countenance; upon hearing my name several 
times, I began to feel some uneasiness, and inquired what?was the 
matter. He informed me that the priest had declared, the child 
should not be buried in the grave-vard ; had ordered the grave filled, 
and had gone off! This answer was heard by the broken-hearted 
mother; who now gave vent to her anguish, in a note of sorrow, that 
—I most heartily wish the priest who had been to the great extent 
the cause, had been compelled to hear. 

I soon learned the complaint was, that Mr. Hopkins had been 
saying his prayers over te dead child: and for this reason alone, the 
child must be denied a burial: its remains were to be buried some- 
where else, or left to rot above ground. And, when we consider, 
that with Catholics, it is an indispensable condition to salvation, to 
be buried in a Catholic grave-vard, and that the mother knew this 
to be the doctrine of the church, we can form some ideaof her con- 
dition. Ina word, let the reader look steadily at the whole affair 
just as it is. ‘The whole procession standing unshielded in the sun- 
at the gate of a grave-yard, in a Christian land, the bearers consist- 
ing of young ladies, still holding the corpse, the bereaved parents 
standing over the remains of their last child, the third they had fol- 
lowed to the grave in the course of a year—and yet they may not 
enter to leave its remains to repose among the dead! All this, if 
we may or must believe the mother of ancient or modern abomina- 
tions; is of the peaceful, and mild, and benign, and benevolent re- 
ligion of Jesus Christ. 

A delegation, consisting of three or four Catholics, supposing 
they might influence, or persuade the priest to yield a litle, imme- 
diately left the procession in search of the representative of ‘ his ho- 
liness.” They found him at ease in a neighboring house; but by 
no argument they could use, no consideration they could present, 
no entreaties they could make—could they prevail on him to give 
the remains of the little babe, suppliant at the grave-yard gate, a 
place to lie among the dead! No; its little soul, scarred, scathed, 
smutted, blackened and polluted with the prayers of a Protestant 
minister, must descend to to the regions of dark damnation with- 
out reprieve or recall! For it is a standing and unalterable dog- 
ma with the Catholics; be buried in a Catholic grave-yard where 
the ground has been sprinkled with holy water, by holy hands, 
or,—or,—or,—you must take up your abode in hell ! 

The scene which now passed at the place where the corpse was, 
beggars all description. A tender and delicate female, a mother, 
bereaved and heart-broken, wasted and worn out with watching 
over her dear, and last babe; bending over its dust and asking only, 
yet asking in vain, that these sacred relics may have room to slum- 
ber with the silent dead! Now burying her face in her hands— 
now in her husband’s bosom—now turning from one to another 
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for aid, complaining of her insupportable ‘‘ fate.” The father, 
“though made of sterner stuff,’ could not endure this. His feel- 
ings of praiseworthy respect for his wife, had submitted it to be de- 
cided by her where the child should be buried. And now shut out 
from the place of her choice, she tnrned to him and he to the friends 
who accompanied him to bury his dead, inquiring if there was no 
place that could be given them for that purpose. In despair, at the 
long delay of those who had gone to the priest, his best feelings out- 
raged, his heart crushed,—he clasped his suffering companion in 
his arms and wept like a child ; then tearing himselfaway, he walk- 
ed to the coffin, which had for some time been on the ground, took 
it up in his arms exclaiming, ‘I'll go and find a place somewhere, 
and bury my child myself!” 

I could see no more; my heart swelled into my throat; and 
knowing there were those at hand who would show them a place of 
rest for their child, [ turned and walked home. 

Some fifteen or twenty minutes after | left, the persons returned 
from their interview with the priest, and were compelled. to tell the 
suffering mourners, that the grave which had once been prepared, 
but filled, must not be emptied; but that, ‘‘ if they were so minded, 
they might dig a hole in the corner of the yard, and there leave their 
child !” 

The father replied : ‘‘ my child will be buried in the grave that 
has once been prepared for her, or not in the yard.” Then turn- 
ing to his wife, he said, “ the child is at rest, it will not make any 
difference where it lies.” They were then conducted to the Prot- 
estant grave-yard, where a grave was soon made ready, and where 
they left their child to sleep, till the resurrection morn. In justice 
to the Catholics who were in attendance, it is right to say, they 
were apparentiy at least, altogether dissatisfied with the course 
their priest took. Their feelings were injured, their earnest 
solicitations treated with marked neglect. And though the plea 
was made by their priest that an unbaptized child could not 
be buried in their grave-yard; yet they felt that all must feel, 
that this reason, if it be a reason, comes too late; especially since 
the first thing, and the only thing—mentioned by the undertaker, 
was that Mr. Hopkins had een saying prayers over the dead child, 
and that now he, Mr Hopkins, might bury tt in bis own burying- 
ground. Then again; if an unbaptized child could not be buried 
in their yard, why dig a grave for one? Did he, the Catholic priest, 
not know, that the child had not been baptized before the messen- 
ger who went to the house of mourning told him?—told him ?— 
Waar?) Why that Mr. Hopkins was saying his pravers over the 
child. And what had this to do with informing him that the child 
had not been baptized?) And again:—If this was the reason, why 
wait till the procession had arrived at the very gate of the yard? 
Why did he not send the undertaker or somebody else and meet 
the afflicted ; why did he not come himself, and explain the whole? 

The answer to these questions is, it was his determined and fix- 
ed purpose, to punish Dr. Bowen and his wife, for having invited 
me to offer prayers at the house of mourning. This is the whole 
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offence and difficulty. Let a Christian people supge whether this be 

the religion of God, or one meade up wholly of the traditions of 

men. Timotny M. Hopkins. 
Canton, Stark Co. Ohio, Aug. 30, 1836. 


From the Adcocate of Moral Reform. 
ON PLAIN DRESS. 
** Be not conformed to this world.” 


Lapvies—Permit me through the medium of the Advocate, to 
address a few words to my fellow Christians upon the subject of 
press. This is a subject peculiarly applicable to the object of your 
paper—for it is by the “ attire,” as well as by ‘‘ the fair speech” of 
* the strange woman, that sheenticeth souls to her house,” which is 
emphatically “ the way to hell.” And mourntul as it is, Christians 
by indulging with them in fashionable apparel, encourage them in 
sin. Even ministers, and their wives who ought to be our exam- 
ples, do this. Said a minister’s wife when recommended not to 
put on a certain showy article of dress, ‘‘ Why, do you not love to 
see ? Ido. They are all the fashion.” And what is still 
more surprising, [ think I have seensome who professed and man- 
ifested a deep interest in the cause of Moral Reform, and are 
among the first in laboring to deliver our land from the dreadful 
curse which licentiousness has brought upon us, and yet indulged 
in this very same sin. And should not something more be said 
upon this subject? Should we not have more light? Much has 
been said, but if the evil continues so great, is there not need of 
more? I would that some far abler pen than mine, was engaged 
in this work. I have for a long time been looking for something 
more, but have looked in vain. And I would now, though 1 feel 
so incapacitated for any such duty, offer a few thoughts upon this 
subject. I do not expect to say any thing new, but would present 
the subject in rather a different light from what I have ever seen it. 
What I say will be, I trust, in love; and if I err, L would rejoice 
to be corrected. 

I shall aim to prove that God does not expect his people to dress 
for show; and that indulgence in the fashions of the world, as far 
as ornament or show simply are concerned, is useless and sinful. 

A Christian female may say she does not dress for show. Why 
is it, then, allow meto ask, that you indulge in dress? Is it to exercise 
your taste? God did not give your taste to make a show of it. Why 
is it then? I know not what other object you can have, than to 
attract the attention of others, and be conformed to the world. If 
the world did not thus, would you do so? If it were unfashion- 
able to be drest expensively, would you be so? I venture toan- 
swer, most certainly not. It is then, an unholy desire to be con- 
formed to the world. 
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1. The Lord expects Christians to possess, and manifest. “a 
humbie and contrite heart,” and with such hearts He delighteth to 
dwell. I contend that an ornamented or fashionable dress is not 
an evidence of humility of heart, or contrition of spirit, and that the 
mind will be occupied to some extent, with thoughts of self, when 
it should be with thoughts of God, and thus forget to be humble and 
contrite. Yea, the-inclination to dress is generated by pride, and 
the cultivation of the inclination, fosters pride, which God from his 
soul abhors. 

2. The gospel is remarkable for its simplicity. There is nothing 
about it that is intended for show. It is all for use, for some good 
purpose---it is entirely the opposite of show---Christ was a plain and 
poor carpenter’s son---lis intimate associates were plain and uned- 
ucated flishermen---how totally devoid of show he was, and Christ 
never expected any thing of the kind in his followers. Do you, my 
Christian friend, ‘ follow” Christ, when you dress your body for 
show to attract the the attention of others ? 

3. It isa foolish, and of course sinful, waste of time. It takes 
much more time to prepare and adjust an ornamental or showy 
dress, than a plain one. Every moment of our time is of infinite 
value to us. Christ expects, that every moment will be so devoted 
to him, as that we may be at that time effecting the greatest amount 
of good. Christian brother or sister, are you spending every mo- 
ment of your time in effecting the most in your power for Jesus, 
when preparing such a dress ? 

4. Itisa useless, and consequently, sinful waste of money. All 
our substance, if we have given ourselves to Jesus, ‘is consecrated 
to him, and should be so used as to effect the greatest amount of 
good. How is it, that a Christsian with ornaments or showy dress, 
does more for Jesus Christ, than without? I trust conscience will 
answer this question. Ifa Caristian by dressing thus, is not effect- 
ing more for the glory of God than he could do otherwise, money is 
uselessly, and sinfully spent. Money devoted to Jesus Christ used 
for ornamenting a body of ashes! O, tell it not in Gath! Will 
any Christian dare say at the judgment, that by dressing the body 
with any artick that was intended for show, or was useless as far as 
protection was concerned, they used their money in such a way as 
they thought, after much real prayer, (not saying over a few words 
when the mind was made up) and careful examination, would pro- 
duce the most honor for the Lord? How is it with you, my broth- 
er? and with you, my sister? Be candid with yourselves, and in 
view of eternity decide the case. 

Objections. 1. “ I must dress as other people do, in order that 
I may exert a better influence over them.” Would you go to the 
theatre or ball-room with those people, that you might exert a better 
influence over them? We want to exert an influence over the poor, 
as well as the rich. If our influence with people is to be according 
to our manner of dress, should not Christians keep two kinds of 
dresses----the one to wear in the company of the rich and the other 
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when with the poor? The world know full well a consistent Christ- 
ian. They expect to see him living differently from themselves, for 
they have a directly opposite object of life before them. I contend 
that a Christian who is sonsistent in every thing exerts the holiest 
influence, and the world have more confidence in his piety and pro- 
fession. Is it consistent to dress for show, when it is contrary to- 
God’s will? Look at the history of the Christian church. Did 
those men or those women who, by their holy lives, have exerted 
the most influence on the side of God, and have been instrumental 
in the salvation of the most souls, follow the fashions of the world 
No. They had neither time, nor money, nor heart for it. Christ 
expects his followers to be a “ peculiar people.” If we obey his 
commands, he will take care of our influence. 

2. “I give away as much money as if I dressed less.” What you: 
spend for ornament or show, is useless, and does you no good ; it 
does not increase your holiness or your influence ; and you are bet-- 
ter without the purchases than with them. You can spare your mon- 
ey to purchase these articles. It is then your solemn duty to give away’ 
all you gave before, and all you can afford to spend so uselesssly. 

Now, my Christian friends, have I established my point? AmI 
in the right, or in the wrong? I do not see how a Christian can 
get away from these truths. Do you begin to doubt whether you do 
right? Remember, * He that doubteth is damned if he eat.” Are 
you convinced that you err? Will you then commence now to do- 
right? Cast aside then those ornaments and those rich dresses, 
earings, bosom-pins, buckles, gold or guilt, wrought lace collars, 
large sleeves, &c.; every thing of more or less consequence, if it be 
for show. Lay aside little things and things that cost but little, if 
they are useless. Jesus wants every cent of our money. Do not 
excuse yourself because your ornaments are plain. They are still 
ornaments and it is a sin to wear them. Do you hesitate? Re- 
member, “‘ He that knoweth his master’s will and doeth it not, shall 
be beaten with many stripes.” God's word is opposed to you, my 
beloved Christian friend. ‘The disciples were commended because 
they had “ forsaken all.’’ Must you still have some of the world? 
If you live not according to the revealed truths of God, you have no- 
reason to believe you are a Christian. You had better give up your 
hope, if you cannot your sins. It is better to abandon the sin now, 
than wait until death, after which cometh the judgment. 

I have noticed for several years that young Christians, as soon 
after they become the Lord’s as they recommence an indulgence in 
ornaments, or in dressing for show, they begin to be less and less 
engaged in the cause of the Savior, to be more conformed to the 
world in other things, and they lose their first love. My young 
Christian friends, can you bear the thought of wounding the cause 
of Christ, which will be the consequence of indulgence in this sin? 
Beware, then! Satan wants you to dress and follow the world in its 
fashions. Watch against the first inclination to indulge, and flee to 
Jesus for protection. 
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And my older Christian friends, let me beseech you to set an ex- 
ample to the younger, and not to prostitute your influence to th 
cause of Satan. 

A Frienp To Prain Dress, 


For the New-England Telegraph. 
FARTHER REPLY TO “LAYMAN.” 


Mr. Epiror,—In a previous article, which I sent you in reply 
to Layman, I intimated my intention to send you something farther, 
in application of the same subject. Perhaps I have said all that 
was necessary, in order to meet the inquiry of your correspondent ; 
but, as he desired, that the answer might be practical, I feel dispos- 
ed to extend my remarks. 

I am persuaded, that forced unions in the Christian church, are 
worse than none ; and for this very good reasoa, they are not un- 
ions, but mere hypocritical professions. ‘Those who really differ in 
their religious sentiments, will not love one another more, but gen- 
erally less, by being obliged to live in the same house. This is 
true, especially, if both parties are firmly fixed in their opinions. 
When two persons differ, and one of them is not firmly established, 
and is still open to conviction ; they may come nearer together by 
friendly intecourse and discussion. But, when a persop.comes for- 
ward to unite with a church, he is supposed to be egégblished in 
what he considers the fundamental principles of Chgstiavity. If 
then, he differs materially from the church with whiclf he: proposes 
to unite, the connection can promote neither his >. aidsfication 
nor that of the body. Under such circumstances,--his apparent ev- 
idence of piety notwithstanding,---it would become the Church to 
say to him frankly, ‘ You differ from us so materially in your relig- 
ious views, that it cannot be for our mutual peace and edification, 
to profess to ‘‘ walk together,” and so long as you remain of your 
present views, we cannot consistently receive you as a member.”’ 
Such a course would be ingenuous and honest, and one of which 
the candidate would have no reason to complain. It would also be 
well adapted to lead him to distrust his own views, to examine more 
thoroughly into those of the church, and to yield his own sentiments 
on conviction that they were wrong. On the other hand, if he were 
admitted into the church, he would probably become more firmly 
fixed than ever, and a foundation would be laid for perpetual discord. 

I think such a course ought also to be pursued by the church, in 
relation to those moral subjects, which, for a few years past have 
been exciting the attention of the community. Every church should 
have a code of ethics, as well as of doctrines. If this code is in 
conformity with the spirit and precepts of the gospel, it ought to be 
maintained ; and those who are unwilling to conform to it, ought 
uot to be received. Nor can it be inconsistent for a church to 
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reject those who give “* preponderating evidence’ of prety, but who 
do not come within the rule prescribed by their code of ethics, eith- 
er implied or expressed. I should not, for mstance, presume to af- 
firm, that no slave-holder can be a Christian; and yet L should not 
hesitate to take the ground, that no slave-holder ought to be receiv- 
ed into a Christian church. It would be saying too much to atlirm, 
that no Christian, in the hour of temptation, could ever be guilty 
of stealing a sheep; and yet it may be presumed, that no church in 
New-England would knowingly admit as a member a sheep-stealer, 
unul he had given evidence of repentance, and made restitution. 
** How much better is a man than a sheep!” and how inconsistent 
it must be to reject the sheep-stealer and admit the man-stealer ! 

1 would by no means affirm, that no Freemason can be a Christ- 
ian; and yet I deem it wholly absurd for any church to admit a 
Freemason to her communion. ‘The essence of Freemasonry is in- 
fidelity ; and therefore, though every nominal Freemason may not be 
an infidel, no man who nominally belongs to such a corrupt and 
blasphemous institution, or apologizes for its impious oaths and pro- 
fane ceremonies, ouzht to be received into a Christian chirch.— 
There can be no reason to doubt, that every masonic lodge is a syn- 
agogue of Satan; and though it may bea possible thing fora Christ- 
tan to be so far blinded and led astray as to attend a synagogue of 
Satan for a time; yet he ought not, therefore, to receive countenance 
from the church of Christ, but should be as promptly rejected, as if 
he were known to be an impenitent sinner. ‘* What fellowship hath 
righteousness with unrighteousness? and what communion hath 
light with darkness? and what concord bath Christ with Beliel ? or 
what part hath he that believeth with an infidel?” 

On this same principle, Mr. Editor, | think it is wrong to have 
any fellowship with those churches, which persist in retaining Free- 
masons in their connection. ‘The times are not now as they were 
once. For the sin of Freemasonry there is now “no cloak.” — Its 
profane oaths and blasphemous ceremonies have been fully laid open 
before the public. It is hence a public and scandalous offense 
against Christ, for any man to be a Freemason. When, therefore, 
churches persist in retaining, as members, such public and scandal- 
ous offenders, they ought to be disfellowshipped. They are no 
more worthy of Cliristian fellowship, than if they knowingly retained 
in their bosom thieves, and whoremongers, and adulterers. It is 
time that judgment and discipline began at the house of God ; and 
if majorities of churches wil/ not move, minorities must, or Christ 
will ‘come quickly and fight against them, with the sword of his 
mouth.’ 

For the majority of a church to persist in retaining Freemasons 
in their connection, affords just ground for tle minority to secede ; 
for in that case, the majority have become recreant to their cove- 
nant engagements and the honor of Christ. The command of the 
apostle is imperative, ‘‘ Come out from among them, and be ye sep- 
arate ;”’ “ have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, 
but rather reprove them.”” When secession has taken place, the 
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minority ought to remain firm, and make no compromise, in order 
to accommodate thuse who love darkness rather than light. In such 
cases, the majority ought to repent, and go over to the minority ; and 
not the minority yeild the cause of truth and return to the majority. 
God said to Jeremiah,* “If thou return, then will I bring thee again, 
and thou shalt stand before me; and if thou take forth the precious 
faom the vile, thou shalt be as my mouth; let them return unto thee, 
but return not thou unto them.” ‘There is, undoubtedly, something 
in this direction, which deserves to be considered. S. R. 


PROHIBITION OF MISSIONS IN RUSSIA. 


Tue following article from the Missionary Herald, is an official 
order from the Russian government prohibiting the labors of the 
Basle Missionary Society : 

“*Gentlemen,—In consequence ef a memorial from the com- 
mander-in-clief of Georgia, addressed to the minister of the interi- 
or, and forwarded by hii to the committee of Ministers, respecting 
your Missionary establishment at Shoosha, the committee, learning 
by the real state of things, that you, gentlemen, since the time of 
your settlement at Shoosha, have not yet converted any body, and, 
deviating from your proper limits, have directed your views to the 
Armenian youth; which, onthe part of the Armenian clergy, has 
pr. duced complaints, the consequences of which may be very disagree- 
ble, have concluded to prohibit you all missionary labors, and, for 
the future, to leave it to your own choice to employ yourselves with 
agriculture, manufactures or mechanical trades. 

“*'To prevent any cause of further complaint on the part of the 
Armenian clergy, they forbid you to receive the Armenian youth in- 
to your schools. 

*** It has pleased his majesty, the emperor, to confirm this decree 
of the committee of ministers.’ ” 

At present, says the Missionary Herald, there are five mis- 
sionaries, four clergymen, and one priest, connected with the Shoo- 
sha mission, weeping, as you will readily suppose, over the desola- 
tions of Zion, whose walls they are thus peremptorily forbidden to 
repair. 

‘**On the north side of the Caucasus mountains, at a place called 
Karass, is a Scottish missionary colony. It was established under 
the patronage of the late Emperor Alexander, who gave to that es- 
tablishment the prerogatives and form of a colony, for the sole pur- 
pose of avoiding the opposition which he apprehended would imme- 
diately be roused by the Russian church against a ‘’rotestant mis- 
sion. 

* About the time the government order was issied, forbidding 
the Shoosha missionaries to proceed with their labor, a similar one 
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was forwarded to Karass, commanding the Protestant missionapies 
there, six in number, one Scottish and five German, to cease entire- 
ly from their missionary labors, and stating that missionaries of the 
Russian church were soon to take their places.” 


From the Friend of Man. 
GOVERNOR PINNEY OF LIBERIA. 


His Testimony resrectinc THe Cotony.—As there seems to 
be a new effort making in favor of the Colonization scheme, and as 
the name of Gov. J. B. Pinney appears conspicuous in the proceed- 
ings of certain colonization meetings, we think it not amiss to give 
his testimony on sundry points which the papers do not report bin 
as having touched upon, on those occasions. Additional interest 
and importance will attach to this testimony, when it is observed 
how nearly it corresponds with that of the colored man, Mr. brown, 
whose testimony and character were assailed with virulence at Chat- 
ham-street Chapel in May, 1834, and made the pretext for che mobs 
of July following. Our printed copies from the identical memoran- 
dum we made at the time, immediately after the conversation took: 


place. 
New York, May 6, 1836. 


Had an interview with the Rev. J. B. Pinney at the Graham: 
Boarding House, kept by Mrs. Nicholson at No. 118, William-street,. 
New York. He appeared in bad health, and said he was slowly 
recovering. The following conversation took place :— 

W. G. “Did the climate of Liberia agree with you, Sir?” 

J.B. P. (Smiling mournfully) ‘ Better than almost any other 
person, I believe, who has visited it.” 

W. G. “You experienced the fever of the climate, I presume, 
Sir?” 

J.B. P. Yes, Sir, almost incessantly. In connection with my 
cares, it affected my head and brain very unpleasantly. 

After some pause— 

W.G. What is there doing for the conversion of the natives in 
the vicinity of Liberia? 

J.B. P. Nothing. 

W.G. Is the war with King Joe Harris terminated ? 

J.B. P. Yes; he was gled to make peace on any terms.— 
(After a pause) The war was a piece of boy’s play on the part of 
the Colonists. 

W.G. (After a pause, and doubting his meaning.) A piece of 
boy’s play did you say, Sir?’ In what respect do you mean? 

J.B. P. I mean that the war was provoked on the part of the 
Colonists ? 

W.G. In what manner? 

J.B. P. The burning of the native villages was the immediate 
cause. 
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W.G. I had heard something of that matter, Sir; but I suppos- 
ed it would be claimed by the Colonists that this was in retaliation 
of some previous injuries from the natives. 

J.B.P. In the previous controversy, I suppose the blame was 
about equal between the parties. It was a mere question about a 
little property. A piece of boy’s play. Five dollars would have 
settled the whole matter. 

Mr. Pinney was of opinion that the slave trade was, on the whole, 
impeded by the Colony. Many slaves used to be shipped from that 
spot formerly. 

W.G. But what prevents their being shipped from other points of 
the coast ? 

J. B: P. The Colony occupies the best anchorage grounds for 
an extent of two hundred miles. ‘The Colony likwise affords facili- 
ties for information to the British cruisers who hover round the 
coast. 

W.G. But does it not also furnish facilities for the slavers? Is 
not its commerce adapted to these purposes ? 

J. B. P. To some extent this may be true; but I think not to 
an extent equaling the checks it imposes on the traffic. 

W.G. From some quarter the slave trade is still carried on with 
great activity. Some people think it equal to that of any former 
period? 

J.B. P. This must be from the coast of Guinea. 

W.G. Your Colony, I suppose, exerts little or no influence for 
the suppresston of the traffic there ? 

J. B. P. None at all, Sir. 

W.G. But the principal part of the traffic, I suppose, has al- 
ways been from that coast ? 

J.B. P: Yes, Sir. 

W.G. Did you know Thomas C. Brown, who afterwards re- 
turned ? 

J.B. P. Yes—he became dissatisfied; but Johnson, who was: 
his partner, is now doing very well. 

W.G. Do you know any thing of his character ? 

J.B. P. Not very particularly. I never heard any thing against him.. 

W.G. TF inquired because his veracity has been questioned. 

J.B. P. I read the account of his examination. There were- 
some statements in his testimony in which I thought he either mis- 
apprehended the facts or mistated them. But the general statements. 
made by him were, [ think, on the whole correct. 

W.G. Do you mean that his statements on the more important 
topics, were correct? 

J.B. P. Yes. 

W.G. And what were the statements that were incorrect ? 

J.B. P. I do not remember them now, as it is a long time since: 
I read them. But I marked them at the time. The error, contin~ 
ued Mr. P., has been in sending out Colonists without adequate pro-~ 
vision for their comfort. The disasters were owing to this negli» 
gence. No:physicians. The resources of a society must be. inad- 
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equate to such enterprizes. It should be conducted by a govern- 
ment. 

Such was the testimony of Governor Pinney on these points, which, 
as our readers well know, have been matter of know little controversy. 
He appeared te be a candid sort of aman. In some further conver- 
sation, we found him not in favor of immediate emancipation, and 
his general views of slavery we should think were vague and con- 
fused. 

We were particularly desirous of knowing how a pious Christian 
missionary, as he appeared to be, should be in favor of the Colon- 
ization scheme, after attaining a knowledge of the facts he had com- 
municated. The secret of the matter we found to be this. He 
had conceived the idea that missionaries could not safely penetrate: 
the native settlements in Aftica, overrun as they are by the lawless 
whites, who prosecute the slave trade among them without the pro- 
tection of the military defence furnished by European or American 
colonies. We held a long argument with him on this subject, and 
appealed to apostolic example and precept, without producing the 
least change in his views. Our readers in the light of this fact, may 
appreciate “the missionary claims of the Colonization cause. Think 
of the facts disclosed by Gov. Pinney in respect to the military atti- 
tude of the Colonists in the case of King Joe Harris; and then think 
of supporting such a Colony because it ‘affords MILITARY PRO- 
TECTION TO MISSIONARIES. We could as easily reconcile 
ourselves to the idea of openly promulgating our religion by the 
sword, as Mahomet directed his followers to do. But let Gov. Pin- 
ney speak for himself on this point. 

We copy from a speech made by him at the New York Young 
Men’s Colonization Society, as reported by the editor of the New 
York Evangelist : 

‘*T went to Africa alone, and while Ik was waiting in Liberia, I 
obtained such views of the influence of missions, of the unsettled 
state of the country, of slavery and the slave trade, that I thought it 
best the work should be commenced under the protection of the 
Colony. 

* This has been made the turning point of the debate on the claims 
of Colonization, whether it favors or hinders the missionary cause. 
I am aware that God has all power, and if he sends Diniel into 
the lion’s den, he can send his anzel also and shut the lion’s mouth. 
But he ordinarily acts by means, and we are bound to make arrange- 
ments on that principle. Now I suppose a missionary might go as 
safely among the African tribes, and labor and do good, as in other 
savage nations, so far as his own couduct is concerned. But in Af- 
rica there is a speciil difficulty. [tis in the interests and influence 
of the slave holders. The missionary is like a traveller, who in a 
warm day lies down under a tree in which there was a hornet’s nest. 
The hornets will not hurt him, for he will not provoke them. But 
a mischievous boy comes along and troubles them, and then runs 
away and leaves the traveller to bear the effects. So it is in Africa. 
The Quaker principle is good if the missionary had nobody but him- 
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self to contend with. But let the slave trader come there, and he 
will soon poison the minds of the natives with suspicion, and in a 
litle while they will be persuaded that the missionaries are their en- 
emies, and destroy them. With Lander, Mr. Clapperton’s servant, 
he was received and treated in the most friendly manner by the 
tribes in the interior, until he approached within five miles of the 
coast. There he met the influence of the traders, and he soon found 
the character of the natives entirely changed, and the cause was 
soon manifest enough, in the presence of an hundred slave ships on 
the coast. 

Now, the labors of the missionary go even more directly to inter- 
rupt the slave trade than the traveler or the merchant, and without 
a miracle, missions could not be estabiished on 4,000 miles of coast. 
The same spirit will continue to present the most formidable obsia- 
cles to the progress and success of the Christian missionary, unless 
some visible power shall be established for his protection. Such a 
power is to be found at the Colony, and it will increase and extend 
its influence as the Colony shall become more flourishing and bet- 
ter known. I would ask those who insist that the missionary may 
rely on God for protection alone, to point out a single case where, 
at any time, missions have succeeded without being either directly 
or indirectly protected. The Colony, then, is useful, as affording 
a safe point at which to commence missionary labors.” 


From the Taunton Gazette. 
DISGRACEFUL RIOT. 


Mansriextp, Oct. 12. 1336. 


We have the lot to record one of the most disgraceful proceedings 
in Mansfield that ever took place in the town. Particulars we will © 
state. On Sunday last, notice was given from the pulpit of the 
Centre Meeting House, (Rev. Mr. Sayward’s) that Mr. Charles C. 
Burleigh would deliver an anti-slavery lecture the next day at 2 
o'clock, P. M. The Committee of the parish were unanimous in 
favor of Mr. Burleigh’s lecturing there, and no doubt two-thirds of 
the parish and three-fourths of the town were willing he should lec- 
ture, and wished to hear him. When the time arrived, a large con- 
gregation had assembled. Just before the services commenced, 
some dozen men and boys were seen emanating from a neighboring 
store and hurrying to the meeting-house, joined by a few others, and 
rushed up the gallery, carrying with them a large bass drum, a small 
drum and bugle horn. As soon as the services commenced, affu- 
rious beating upon the drums and blowing the horn commenced, sO 
as to entirely drown the voice of the speaker. 

The constable demanded order—requested the rioters to desist, 
and remain peaceable or leave the house. They listencd while he 
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was speaking, but refused to ovey, and commenced anew their riot- 
ous noise = The constable then commanded assistance to clear the 
gallery of the rioters. He went up. flowed by alarge number, and 
attempted to perform the duty of hi office. The rioters resisted, seized 
the constable, struck him several times in the face, and considera- 
bly mjured him. They also struck aeveral others whom the cone. 
stable required to assist him. Several faces were bloody. Feeling 
no disposition to fight, and finding personal injury might be sustain- 
ed, the constable and those employed with him withdrew. The con- 
stable then read the riot act, and went to the chairman of the Select- 
men, who after much solicitation repaired tothe meeting-houre, ind 
requested them to disperse, Alter he left, a man engaged in the 
coal mines, who came here recently from the State of New York, 
had the effromtery to get up and deliver a lecture in favor of slavery, 
and arainst te principles of the abolitionists, in order, as is suppos- 
ed, to pass away the time and prevent Mr. Burleigh’s lecure. His 
harangue was truly dissusting, particularly to the numerous body of 
females?’who composed the audience. Murmurs of disapprobation 
ran through the house. But they sat with patience, hoping Mr. 
Burleigh would have an opportunity to reply, as they were assured 
by the speaker he would be allowed to. The drums were still and 
the mo quiet while he proceeded, and alter he had done he 
was cheered hy the mob. Alter he had got through, Mr. Bur-- 
leigh arose and attempted a reply, when the drums recommenced 
their discordant sounds, so that he could not be heard. 
& No doubta large majority of the society were in favor of the lect- 
ure, and a still |.rzer number igain-t such disgraceful attempts to 
Stop the freedom of speech: vet a for have attempted to dictate to 
our free citizens what we shall hear and \ hat we shall not bear— 
We had the privilege to h ara trad. m favor of the * subline mer- 
its’ of slavery, instead of a lecture in favor of human rights (tor 
which the meeting was called) and im accordance with the Declara- 
tion of American Independence, which says, ‘that all men are cre- 
ated free and equal.’ Weare denied the privilege of hearing a lec- 
ture against slavery, that most outrageous system of human oppres 
sion. We are denied the discussion of the first principles of) uman 
liberty. We are denied the privilege which the Constitution of the 
United States—of this State and every State in te Union guaran- 
tees to its citizens. We are demed the privilege which we consid- 
er ‘inalienible, which the God of nature has endowed us with, 
and which no man or body of men beve any mght tet ke away.— 
Such is the fruit of slavery. Tr not only grinds the blacks to dust, 
and changes the man toa brute and a beast of burden, but it is tek- 
ing’away the: liberties of the whites. All must) bow to sustaim the 
monster slavery, and tran-mit its curse to our posterity. No! we 
hope better things—there is a redeeming spirit inthe people Their 
eyes are opening to see their d nger, and they willapply a remedy. 
The effect of the mob in this town is tremendous in favor of ab- 
olition. 

The mob has made wore aloliticnists than Mr. Burleigh could 
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have done if he had lectured, notwithstanding his powerful argue 
ments and able manner of exhi tng trath upon the suoject. Not- 
withstanding the notse and tasnult, a respectable nun er of names 
were obtained to a Constitution tor an Anti-Slavery Suciety. In- 
the evening, several cizens frou Miu-feld, bem s thus disgracelully 
deprivvd of hearing him there, proceeded to the adjoming town of 
Norton, where Mr. Burleigh delivered 4 most excellent lecture. The 
audience were undisturbed, and listened with the most profound at- 
tention. An Anu-Slavery Society was formed there, making two 


in one day. AN EYE-WITNESS. 


In addition to this, we present the following extract of a letter to 
Mr. Burleigh from a gentleman in Mansfield, dated Oct. I&th: 

‘The scene which transpired on Monday the 1vth, has had a 
most powerful effect. It has done Uu work of twelve lectures. 1 
was at meeting at Mr. Morton's on Sunday last, and found but 
one semiment, one voice pervading the whole people. ‘They are 
unimimous in saying, that THE LAWS MUST BE SUPPORTED, that eves 
ry one engaged in the riot must be brought to justice—Hon. Solo- 
mon Pratt, first select man, and justice of the Peace, among the rest, 
for neglect of duty. In fact, she sume fecling pervadss every part 
of the town, except a circle of less than one-fourth of a mile around 
the centre meeting-house. Even there, had only two men, whom f 
cain name, discountenanced such riotous proceedings, it would not 
have taken place. All say, men and women, that we must persee 
vere ; that you shall yet lecture in peace and quietness in Mansfield. 
I verily believe, that, if the question were decided in town meeting, 
there would be four-filths, it not nine-tenths, in favor of your lectur- 
ing. The advancement of the cause in this town is beyond my 
Most saiguine anticipations. We shall go thorough in bringing the 
violaters of law to justice. ‘There was a wotul catering from Mr. 
Sayward's meeting on Sunday last. Some who had always attends 
ed there, went tu Norton, at the place where you lectured, and have 
hired pews there. Some went to Mr. Morion'’s—some to Mr. Ting- 
ley’s, Foxorough —some to the Quiker meeting; some to the 
Methodist, &c. They say they cannot go to meeting where the 
first men in the society countenance mobs. Mr. Sayward exchanged 
with Rev. Mr. Doggett of Raynham, the man who published ‘two 
discourses in favor of slavery.’ 

So much for mobocracy in Mansfield. Liberator. 


REGINA. 


A little girl of Wurtemberg, who was carried away from her mother, 
by the savages in North America, and after nine years absence, 
restorid to her. . 


Many years ago, several German families left their conntry and 
settled in North America. Amungst these was a man from Wur- 
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temburg, who, with his wite and a large family, established himself 
in Pennsylvania. ‘There were no churches or schools then in that 
neighborhood, and he was obliged to be satisfied with keeping the 
Sabbath at home with his family, and instructing them himself to 
read the Bible and pray to God. He used very often to read the 
Bible to them, and alwa,s used first to say, ‘* Now, my children, be 
still and listen to what I am going to read, for it isGod who speaks 
to us in this book.” In the year 1754, a dreadful war broke out 
in Canada, between the French and English. The Indians took 
the side of the French, and made excursions as far as Pennsylvania, 
where they plundered and burnt the houses they came to, and mur- 
dered the people. In 1755, they reached the dwelling of the poor 
family trom Wurtemburg, while the wife and one of the sons were 
gone to a mill a few miles distant, to get some corn ground. The 
husband, the eldest son, and two litle girls, named Barbara aud Re- 
gina, were at home. The father and his son were instantly killed 
by the savages, but they carried the two little girls away into cap- 
tivity, with a great many other children who were taken in the same 
manner. ‘They were led many miles through the woods and thorny 
bushes, that nobody might fullow them. In this condition they 
were brought to the habitation of the Indians, who divided amongst 
themselves all the children whom they had taken captives. Barba- 
ra was at this time ten years old, and Regina nine. It was never 
known what became of Barbara; but Regina, with a little girl of 
two years old, whom she had never seen before, were given to an 
old widow, who was a very cruel woman. Her only son lived with 
her and maintained her, but he was sometimes from home for weeks 
together, and then these poor little children were forced to go into the 
forest to gather roots and other provisions for the old woman, and 
when they did not bring her enough to eat, she would beat them in 
so cruel a manner that they were near being killed. The little girl 
always kept close to Regina, and when she knelt down under a 
tree, and repeated those prayers to the Lord Jesus, and those hymns 
which her father had taught her, then the little girl prayed with her, 
and learned the hymns and prayers by heart. In this melancholy 
state of slavery these children remained nine long years, till Regina 
reached the age of nineteen, and her little companion was eleven 
years old. ‘They were both fine looking girls, particularly Regina. 
While captives, their hearts seemed to have always been drawn tow- 
ards what was good. Regina continually repeated the verses from 
the Bible, and the hymns which she had learnt when at home, and 
she had taught them to the littie girl. They often used to cheer 
each other with one hymn from the hymn book used at Halle, in 
Germany: “ Alone, yet not alone am I, though in this solitude so 
drear.” ‘They constantly hoped that the Lord Jesus would, some- 
time, bring them back to their Christian friends. In 1764 their 
hope was realized. The merciful providence ot God brought the 
English Colonel Bouquet to the place where they were in captivity. 
He conquered the Indians, and forced them to ask for peace. The 
Grst condition he made was, that they should restore all the prison- 
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ers they had taken. Thus the two pocr girls were released. More 
than 4)0 captives were brought to Colonel Bouquet. It was a 
wotul sight to see so many young people wretched and distressed. 
The Colonel and his soldiers gave them food and clothes, and Col. 
Bouquet brought them all to a town called Carlisle, and published 
in the Pennsylvania newspapers, that all parents who had lost their 
children, might come to this place, and in case of their finding 
them, they should be restored to them. Poor Regina’s sorrow- 
ing mother came, among many other bereaved parents, to Carlisle ; 
but, alas! her child had become a stranger to her: Regina had ac- 
quired the appearance and manner, as well as the language of the 
natives. Tne poor mother went up and down amongst the young 
persons assembled, but by no efforts could she discover her daugh- 
ter. She wept in bitter grief and disappointment. Colonel Bou- 
quet said, ‘“ Do you recollect nothing by which your children might 
be discovered?” She answered that she recollected nothing but a 
hymn, which she used often to sing with them, and which was as 
follows : 


‘“« Alone, yet not alone am I, 
Though in this solitude so drear ; 
I feel my Savior always nigh, 
He comes the weary hours to cheer. 
I am with him and he with me, 
E’en here, alone I cannot be.”’ 


The Colonel desired her to sing this hymn. Scarcely had the 
mother sung two lines of it, when Regina rushed from the crowd, 
began to sing it also, and threw herself into her mother’s arms.— 
They both wept for joy, and the Colonel restored the daughter to 
her mother. But there were no parents or friends in search of the 
other little girl; it is supposed that they were all murdered: and 
now the child clung to Regina, and would not let her go; and Re- 
gina’s mother, though very poor, took her home with her. Regina 
repeatedly asked after the ‘* book in which God speaks to us,”— 
But her mother did not possess a Bible; she had lost every thing 
when the natives burnt her house. She resolved to go to Philadel- 
phia and buy one there, but the pastor Muhlenbury, of that place 
gave her one. It was most extraordinary that Regina still retained 
her early instructions and was able to read it immediately. 

In how remarkable a manner did the Lord realize his words, 
‘Every one that asketh receiveth; and he that seeketh findeth ; 
and to him that knocketh it shall be opened.” 

And what reward did the mother, who had diligently taught her 
children while yet in infancy, the word of God, receive in. finding 
her lost daughter, by the means of those instructions ! Why do so 
many parents forget to communicate this best of giiis to their chil- 
dren? ‘lo dress and adorn them, to leave to ther: earthly treas- 
ures, to advance them in their life-time to honor aud dignities— 
these they trouble themselves much about; but to each them to 
know their Savior, to pray to him, to believe in hi.in, to love and 
obey him; how many forget these things! But wut folly! For 
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“what is a man profited, if ve shall gain the whole world and lose 
his own suul ! of what suail a man give in eschange tor his soul f'” 


From the A. S. Record. 


‘The following testimony is from Dr Nelson’s Address to thle 
Presbyterians of Kentucky and Te.nessee, published at large in thee 
monthly Emaucipator, No. 1. 


SLAVERY A SYSTEM OF LICENTIOUSNESS. 


You know that amongst the two and a half millions of tlicks int 
our nation, the lars recogn.ze no such thing as marriage! No rege 
ular minister of the gospel ever solemnizes the ordisnee for them. 
If he oid, he would be taking promises which the parties have no 
power to fulfil. He dare not mock God by solemnly exacting cov-- 
enants which are mere nulliies. If the blacks, wihout heense, get 
some one of their own number, (unauthorized of course.) to per-- 
form the semblance of a ceremony, it is looked upon as a mere 
mockery. The master who sells them apart, cau be called to no 
account for it. [It is known that the law allows it. The slave who 
changes states or counties is never asked when he chooses one whom: 
he calls wife, whether he did not leave one behind him, He is nut 
asked this when he joins the church!) You know that several mil- 
lions of human beings are raised to a perfect system of promiscu- 
ous cocubinage. Aside from the fact that males and females are 
placed with their beds almost touching, or if not in the same room,. 
their appartments join and doors have no bolts, and that these mil- 
lions have no character to lose, no reputation .o sustain, you know. 
that these deathless bein:s are trained up to inevitable uncleanness. 
Ot the grown females belonging to more than two millions of our 
race, nearly every one is either a prostitute or an adulteress, andi 
every grown male either a fornicator or an adulterer. 1 Corinthi- 
ans, vi. 8 and 9.—* Nay, ye do wrong, and defraud, and that your 
brethren. Know ye not that the unrighteous shall not inherit the 
kingdom of God? Be not deceived; neither furnicators, nor idol-- 
aters, nor aduterers,” &c. Now who is it that tempts the poor slave 
to commit these crimes—First, by the withholding of that instruc- 
tion which can fortify the soul against them, and Secondly, by plac - 
ing them in situations where it is morally certain they will be com- 
mitted. Would you treat your own children in a similar manner ? 
If not, who gave you a right to treat the children of others thus? 
I speak as unto wise men, judge ye. See also chapter vii. verse 2— 
“ Nevertheless, to avoid fornication, let every man have his own 
wife, and let every woman have her own husband. Let the hus- 
band render unto his wife due benevolence: and likewise also the 
wife untothe husband.” Task, can the slave keep these conimands ? 
Tf not, who is it that assumes the responsibility of standing between 
his Creator and Judge, and one of hix reasonable creatures, so as to 
render it impossible for him to obey f 
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From the sume. 


* Another train of facts with which you are acquainted. — 
The wicked, who are saving by thousands around you, that they 
wish slavery could cease — but that the slaves are not yet pre- 
pared for freedom, &c. speak falsely, and you know it. They are’ 
not sending their sl.ves to school, as they send their children to 
school, toprepire them for freelom. (And, my triends, you are not 
sending your slaves to school for such a purpose.) ‘They do not 
send them to the Sabbath school, slow as would be such a prepara- 
tion, and vou cannot sent vours. You know they sperk falsely, 
heeause they do not free those who are active, lively, vigilant, and 
fully capable of taking care of themselves. ‘They speak filsely when 
they sav they lear revenge, should emancipation be generally prac- 
tived. | have never known a case for thirty vears observance, and 
I might venture to predict you never have, where the literated slave 
was not ready to hug the feet of the man who did him justice ; yea, 
to kiss the ground he walked on. 

** Each nation has some striking feature of character. The most 
prominent characteristic of the black appears to be gratitude, when 
justice has been fully done him. The warmth of an African sun 
seems to glow in his affections. I once asked the man who drove 
two handred in his cotton field, (we had been conversing of a med- 
itated insurrecti.n which had been disclosed by the blacks them- 
selves,) Do you not dread future plots, and on what do you rely for 
safity? * We depend,’ said he, ‘ upon the fact, that existing affec- 
tion between mister and servant, or between mistress and maid, 
will always disclose the danger.’ This sentiment was extensive be- 
fore the abolition contest drove them to deny it.” 


SLAVERY IN LOUISIANA. 


C. C. Ro'in, a French traveller, who was in Louisiana from 1802 
to 1806, gives a very particular account of slavery as it then existed 
there. His candor ts so unquestionable, and his description is so 
exactly applicable to the instiiution as it still continues, that we 
translate a few extracts. 


MODE OF FLOGGING. 


“ While they are at labor, the manager, the master, or the driv- 
‘er has commonly the whip in hand to strike the idle. But those of 
the negroes who are judged guilty of serious faults, are punished 
twenty, twenty-five, forty. fifty, or one hundred lashes. The man- 
ner of this cruel execution is as follows: four stakes are driven 
down, making a long square: the culpri is extended naked between 
these stakes, face downwards; his hands and his feet are bound 
separately, with strong cords, to each of the stakes, so f rapart that 
his arms and legs, stretched into the form of St. Andrew's cross, 
give the poor wretch no ch nee of stirring. Then tie executioner, 
who is ordinarily a negro, armed with the long whip of a coachman, 
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strikes upon the reins and thighs. The crack of his whip resounds 
afar, like that of an angry cartman heating his horses. ‘The blood 
flows, the long wounds cross each other, strips of skin are raised 
without sofiening either the hand of the executioner or the heart of 
the master, who cries ‘ sting him harder.’ 

“ The reader is moved, soam [; my agitated hand refuses to 
trace the bloody picture, to recount how many times the piercing 
cry of pain has interrupted my silent occupations; how many times 
I have shuddered at the faces of those barbarous masters, where I 
saw inscrided the number of victims sacrificed to their ferocity. 

“The women are subjected to those punishments as rigorously 
as the men, not even pregnancy exempts them ; in that case, before 
binding them to the stakes, a hole is made in the ground to accom- 
modate the enlarged form of the victim.* 

“It is remarkable that the white creole women are ordinarily 
more inexorable than the men. -Their slow and languid gait, the 
triflins services which they impose, betoken only apathetic indo- 
lence; but should the slave not promptly obey, should he even fail 
to divine the meaning of their gestures, or looks, in an instant they 
are armed with a formidable whip; it is no longer the arm which 
cannot sustain the weight of a shawl or a reticule, it is no longer 
the form which but feebly sustains itself. They themselves order 
the punishment of one of these poor creatures, and with a dry eye 
see their victim bound to four stakes; they count the blows, and 
raise a voice of menace, if the arm that strikes relaxes, or if the 
blood does not flow in sufficient abundance. Their sensibility 
changed to fury must needs feed itself for a while on the hideous 
spectacle; they must, as if to revive themselves, hear the piercing 
shrieks, and see the flow of fresh blood ; there are some of*them 
who, in their frantic rage pinch and bite their victims.” 


THE PROTECTION OF THE LAWS. 


“Tt is by no means wonderful that the laws, designed to protect 
the slave, should be little respected by the generality of such mas- 
ters. I have seen some masters pay these unfortunate people the 
miserable overcoat which is their due; but others give them noth- 
ing at all, and do not even leave them the hours and Sundays grant- 
ed to them by law. I have seen some of these barbarous masters 
leave them, during the winter, ina state of revolting nudity, even 
contrary to their own true interests, for they thus weaken and short- 
en the lives upon which repose the whole of their own fortunes. I 
have seen some of these negroes obliged to conceal their nakedness. 
with the long moss of the country. I have been a witness, that af- 
ter the fatigue of the day, their labors have been prolonged severak 
hours by the light of the moon; and then, before they could think 
of rest, they must pound and cook their corn; and yet, long before 
dav, an implacable scold, whip in hand, would arouse them from 
their slumbers. Thus, of more than twenty negroes, who in twenty 
years should have doubled the number, was reduced to four or five.” 

° on fait un trou en tarre dans le lieu ou!’ on juge que doit etre 
place le ventre. 
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THE EFFECT UPON CHILDHOOD. 


“The young creoles, idolized by their weak parents, make the 
negroes who surround them the playthings of their whims; they 
flog, for pastime, those of their own age, just as their fathers flog 
the others at their will. ‘These young creoles, arrived at the age in 
which the passions are impetuous, do not know how to bear cone 
tradiction ; they will have every thing done which they command, 
possible or not; and in default of this, they avenge their offended 
pride by multiplied punishments. ‘The sad melancholy of these 
wretches, depicted upon their countenances, the fight of some, and 
the death of others, do not reclaim their masters ; they wreak upon 
those who remain the vengeance which they can no longor exercise 
upon the others. Overwhelmed at length in ruin, these creoles 
seem still to escape remorse.” 


IGNORANCE AND WASTEFULNESS OF SLAVES. 


“The negroes being eontinually under the hand of a master, hav- 
ing no right of property, nor power to make contracts, nor to sus- 

tain civil actions, nor, in fine, having any of those civil interests and 

mutual obligations, which among our country people exercise and 

develop the intellect, it follows, of course, that their intelligence 

must be extremely limited; and it is so, toa degree of which a Eu- 

Topean can with difficulty form a conception. I have seen them 

unable to count five or six pieces of money ; it is rare to find one of 
them who can tell his age, or that of his children, or how many 
years since he left his native country ; at what time he belonged to 
such and such a master, or passed to such another: with so slight 
ideas of the past, they must neccessarily have less of the future ;— 
hence, they are deplorably careless. ‘They use, or rather, waste, 
whatever clothing they happen to have, without a thought that they 
may need it some other day. They break and destroy whatever 
comes into their hands with the same carelessness. That which 
pleases them most, they soon abandon with the greatest indifference. 
Without ideas of saving, order, or economy for themselves, they 
have nothing of the kind for their masters: thus, those who are re- 
served for domestic service in the house have a disagreeable task ; 
they cannot become accustomed to the regular arrangement of 
which a careful housekeeper is jealous; it is necessary daily to re- 
peat to them the order which belongs to every day—indeed, to re- 
peat it to them every moment; and the mistress of a house whose 
family is numerous, and its details somewhat multiplied, finds her- 
self sufficiently occupied every hour of the day solely in giving or- 
ders to her numerous domestics. That which is commanded them 
as the most important, is no better executed than that which is in- 
different ; and those vessels and pieces of furniture which are prec- 
cious, for their beauty, go to pieces or are mutilated as soon as the 
most common things; so incapable are they of discerning or calling 
to mind the circumstances in which they should redouble their 
watehfulness aud caution.” 


60 
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MORALITY OF SLAVES. 


** Are these slaves, with notions so limited and confused, with 
whom the strongest argument is the bloody lash, susceptible of mor- 
als? There must be some ideas of order to understand goodness, 
to feel the charm of virtue; there must be a will of one’s own, and 
that will must be exercised to contradiction before it can courage- 
ously battle with vice. The slave then, in his destitution of light, 
and his prostration of will cannot have a character for morality.— 
Good and evil to him, are what he is commanded, and what he is 
forbidden ; his will is only that of other people, and his whole ener- 
gy tends to destroy in him his own self, the conservative principle 
of every being, for the sake of putting in its place the capricious 
self of somebody else. Ask a slave if he can get you such and such 
a thing, if he can be free to perform for you such a task, he judges 
from these questions what you desire, and not having the strength 
to say no, which would perhaps displease you, he answers affirma- 
tively ; and the more you seem to desire what you ask, the more he 
adds to his promises. I have remarked this, whenever I have ad- 
dressed them, whether I had really need, or wished only to try them ; 
but no sooner have they left you, than they give themselves no fur- 
ther trouble about their promises, they act as if they had forgotten 
them, and the next time they see you, it is with the same assurance 
as before ; shame for a lie is unknown to them. AA lie is so often 
useful to them, and the truth so often disastrous, and their aptness 
at a lie is such, that they take in sustaining it, an air of assurance 
and tranquility which imposes upon strangers; often the terrible 
preparation for punishment, and the redoubled blows of the whip, 
cannot extort from them the truth. Of course we no more expect 
to find in them that species of fidelity which respects the property of 
others ; can those who have no property themselves, and know not 
what it is to have it, find any thing good in a virtue which is never 
otherwise than harmful to them? 

“It may be also said that they are all thieves, so rare are the ex- 
ceptions; and their impudence and cunning are incredible. On 
this account they make their masters sufficiently unhappy ; they de- 
vastate their poultry yards, their orchards, and their gardens. To 
defend against them, it is necessary to surround these places with high 
palisades like a fort, and even these obstacles they know how to sur- 
mount. I have seen a house with beehives near it, at forty feet 
distance, they came at night and robbed the honey. In travelling 
upon the river, it has happened that one has been taken in the act 
of stealing in the very boat where I was sleeping.” Tom. 3, pp. 
175, 192. 


THE DWELLINGS OF SLAVES. 


Tue best possible testimony as to the condition of the slaves, is 
that of the masters, when given incidentally. ‘They certainly can 
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have no motive to represent their condition as worse than it is, and 
they have abundant means of knowing. We take the following from 
**A Detail of a plan for the Moral Improvement of Negroes on Plan- 
tations. Read before the Georgia Presbytery, by Thomas S. Clay. 
Printed at the request of the Presbytery.” Mr. Clay is himself a 
slaveholder. He says, on page 13, 


‘** A subject, not less important, presents itself in the dwellings of 
the negro, and, until greater attention is paid to the subject, it will 
be impossible to inculcate and maintain that regard for decency, 
which is so essential to good morals. Our physical habits have a 
vast influence on our moral ; neither can they be entirely separated. 
Man is a physical, as well as a moral, being ; and this fact must al- 
ways be kept in view, in our endeavors to give elevation to his char- 
acter. Should we fail to do this, the subjects of our philanthrophy 
will point out the inconsistency, and distrust our sincerity. These 
reflections are strikingly applicable to the evils obviously arising 
from the mode of lodging in negro houses. Too many individuals 
of different sexes are crowded into one house, and the proper separa- 
tion of apartments cannot be observed. ‘That they are familiar with 
these inconveniences, and insensible to the evils arising from them, 
does not, in the least, lesson the unhappy consequences in which 
they result.” 


CRIMES AND PUNISHMENTS. 


Tue same writer says, on pages 17 and 18, 


‘There are several prevailing errors connected with crime and 
punishment, in the present system of plantation discipline, and, first, 
there exists a wrong scale of crime. Offences against the master 
are more severely punished than violations of the law of God, or 
faults which affect the slave’s personal character or good. As exam- 
ples, we may notice that running away is more severely punished than 
adultery, and idless than Sabbath-breaking, and swearing and steal- 
ing from the master than defrauding a fellow-slave. Under the in- 
fluence of such a code as this, it cannot be a matter of surprise that 
the negro forms false estimates of the comparative criminality of ac- 
tions. And further, the general mode ofinflicting punishment tends 
to confound these distinctions. The whip is the general instrument 
of correction ; and so long asa negro is whipped, without discrimina- 
tion, for neglect of work, for stealing, lying, Sabbath-breaking, and 
swearing, he will very naturally class them all together, as belong- 
ing to the same grade of guilt. In a good code of discipline, the 
punishment will always be suited to the nature and enormity of the 
crime; and it is highly important that this measure should be well 
adjusted, for the common people will judge of the criminality of the 
act by the nature and extent of the punishment. 
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FROM MRS. GRIMKE'S TESTIMONY. 


What Southern Women can do.—Yes! if there were but one Esther at the 
South, she might save her country from ruin ; but see what the Christian wom- 
en of Great Britain did, in the majesty of moral power, and that salvation is cer- 
tain. Let them embody themselves in societies, and send petitions up to 
their legislatures, entreating their husbands, fathers, brothers, and sons, to 
abolish the institution of slavery ; no longer to subject women to the scourge 
and the chain, to mental darkness and moral degradation; no longer to ‘tear 
husbands from their wives, and children from their parents; no longer to 
make men, women and children work without wages; no longer to make 
their lives bitter, citizens to the abject condition of slaves, of ‘ chattels peron- 
al;"’ no longer to barter the image of God in human shambles, for corrupti- 
ble things, such as gold and silver. 

The women of the South can overthrow this horrible system of oppression 
and cruelty, licentiousness and wrong. Such appeals to your legislatures 
would be irresistable, for there is something in the heart of man which will 
bend under moral suasion. There is a swift witness for truth in his bosom, 
which will respond to truth, when it is uttered with calmness and dignity.— 
If you could obtain but six signatures to such a petition, in only one state, I 
would say, send up that petition, and be not in the least discouraged by the 
scoffs and jeers of the heartless, or the resolution of the house to lay it on the 
table. It will be a great thing if the subject can be introduced into your 
legislatures in any way, even by women, and they will be the most likely to 
introduce it there in the best possible manner, as a matter of morals and re- 
ligion, not of expediency or politics. You may petition, too, the different 
ecciesiastical bodies of the slave states. Slavery must be attacked with the 
whole power of truth, and the sword of the spirit- You must take it up on 
Christian weapons, whilst your feet are shod with the preparation of the gos- 
pel of peace. And you are now loudly called upon by the cries of the wid- 
ow and the orphan, to arise and gird yourselves for this great moral conflict, 
with the whole armor of righteousness upon the right hand and on the left. 


Dissection 1x Stave Covuntries.—In a Prospectus of the South Caro- 
lina Medical School we meet the following passage: ‘‘ Some advantages of 
a peculiar character are connected with this Institution, which it may be 
proper to point out. No place in the United States offers as great opportu- 
nities for the acquisition of anatomical knowledge, subjects being obtained 
from among the colored population in sufficient number for every purpose, and 
proper dissections carricd on WITHOUT OFFENDING ANY INDIVIDUAL IN THE 
community! !”’ The colored population, then, according to the Faculty of 
South Carolina form no part of their ‘‘ community.’’ They have no feelings to 
be respected or offended!!! You may cut up and mangle them as you 
please: they are but Blacks, and no more to be regarded than any other beast 
of the field. Of. truth, slavery must have a most debasing and hallucinat- 
ing influence on all around it, when men of a liberal profession can talk thus 
of beings created with like feelings, affections, and rights, to themselvess. 
It is singular to think, that notwithstanding the white-skin pride of birth of 
these cat-o’-nine-tail gentry, they should have found out that, after all,a dead 
black man is quite as good as a dead white man for every purpose of anatom- 
ical inquiry—has the same bones and sinews: the same veins and arteries ; 
has the self-same sort of vital fluid; and (perhaps) all but the same of—heart. 
Death is, indeed a great teacher—a mighty leveller of distinctions! / 
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OBITUARY. 


Diep, at North Wrentham, Oct. 23d, Mr. Josiah, Ware, aged sineTY-FouR 
YEARS. 

Mr. Ware was born at Necdham, Mass., September 15, 1742. He was the 
eldest of ten children, seven sons and three daughters, and survived the 
longest. Soon after he became of age, he removed to the north part of 
Wrentham, and eventually settled upon a farm, where he lived upwards of 
sixty years, and from whence he did not remove, until the ‘ silver cord was 
loased,’ and his remains were conveyed to the grave. He married Lois, 
‘daughter of Mr. Elisha Ware, by whom he had seven children, four of whom 
still survive. His wife, who was respected for her piety and usefulness, died 
in 1820, at the age of seventy-two. 

Mr. Ware was engaged but little’ in public life, and as a soldier of the 
Revolution, was employed but about six weeks. He was, however, doubt- 
less much more useful in his day and generation, than many a “sainted hero,” 
who has gloried im the devastations of the sword, or the cripled swain, who 
has 

‘¢ Shoulder'd his crutch, snd show'd how fields were won.” 


His habits were those of a retired husbandman, industrious, sober, tem- 
jperate, and upright in all his dealings. He was frugal, though not miserly ; 
and, in the accumulation of a competent estate, he could never be accused of 
extortion, or of crowding upon the poor and dependant. To gain an honest 
livelihood, and dispense a comfortabie portion to his children, by the fruits 
of the soil and the labors of his own arm, seemed to be the height of his am- 
bition. To share the bounties of Divine Providence with the necessitous, 
and to bestow ‘ without grudging,’ was to him a satisfaction, which is known 
to those only, who have learned by experience the truth of the Savior's 
words, “it is more blessed to give than to receive.’’ In providing for 
the worship of Ged, and in maintaining the preaching and ordinances of the 
gospel, he was always characterized by giving cheerfully and liberally. 

Mr. Ware indulged a hope of renewing grace, and maintained family 
‘worship fer many years; but he did not make a public profession of religion, 
until the first Sabbath in August, 1821, when he was baptized, and received 
into the Church in the North Parish in Wrentham. His professions of faith 
and obedience, were never of the noisy and boisterous kind; he never spoke 
of his own religious exercises but with great modesty; and his most inti- 
mate acquaintances had the best evidence of his piety. In his attendance 
upon the excrcises and instructions of God's house, and on funeral occasions, 
few, if any, were ever more constant and punctual. The morning of the 
Lord's day, but one week before he died, witnessed his plove filled by him 
in the sanctuary. Though he was not a polemic, his religious sentimente 
were decidedly Orthodox. He loved such preachers as E:mmnons, and San- 
ford,and Cleaveland ;* and the books which he preferred .—-and, for several 





* First Minister of the North Parish in Wrentham. 





478 POBTRY. [ Oct.. 





of the last years of his life, he read with great constancy,—were of the same 
character. 

Like other persons of advanced years, the mental faculties of Mr. Ware 
suffered from decay, though not to that degree which is usual in a man of 
his years. On most subjects, he could converse sensibly and collectedly ; 
his memory seemed not so much impaired as in some at the age of sixty-five: 
-or seventy ; and within a very few months of his death, he has been known 
to sing some old, favorite Psalm-tune with considerable melody. Nor was 
there any remarkable change until his death. His decease was like the can- 
dle, which has already, flickered in its socket, and expires atonce. A few 
days before his death, he appeared somewhat iudisposed ; but, on Saturday, 
the 22d, he was more comfortable, walked about the room, and read a con- 
siderable portion of the day. At his usual, early hour, he retired to rest, and 
sweetly fell asleep, which was to end with the sleep of death. When the 
members of the family retired, somewhat later, he was still resting quietly ; 
with his clothes for the Sabbath, which he had ordered with the intention of 
attending public worship in the morning, lying by his side. As the door 
was open between his and their lodging-room, which adjoined, it was appre- 
hended, that no material change could take place without their knowledge. 
The dawn of the morning brought his daughter to his bed-side ; when, lo! 
the vital spark wasextinct/ the immortal spirit had fled his clayey tenement ! 
Still resting upon his side, with his arms folded, as in his early and his us- 
ual sleep, he had breathed his last, evidently without a struggle or a groan. 

“Calm was his exit! 
“Night dews fall not more gently to the ground; 
Nor weary worn-out winds expire so soft.” 


‘© Mark the perfect man, and behold the upright: for the end of that man 
is peace.” 


POETRY. 


From the Haverhill Gazette. 
CLERICAL OPPRESSORS. 


In the report of the celebrated Pro-Slavery Meeting in Charlestown, S. C., 
on the 4th of the 9th month, 1835, published in the Courier of that city, itis 
stated, “ The CLERGY of all denominations attended in a body, LENDING 
THEIR SANCTION TO THE PROCEEDINGS ; and adding by their presence to the 
impressive character of the scene !”’ 

Just God !—and these are they 

Who minister at Thine altar, God of Right! 

Men who their hand with prayer and blessing lay 
On Israel's Ark of light ! 





POETRY. 





What! preach and kidnap men? 
Give thanks ; and rob thy own afflicted poor ?— 
Talk of Thy glorious liberty, and then 

Bolt hard the captive’s door? 


What !—servants of Thy own 
Merciful Son, who came to seek and save 
‘The homeless and the outcast, fettering down 
The tasked and plundered slave ! 


Pilate and Herod, friends! 

“Chief priest and. rulers as of old, combine! 

Just God and holy !—is that Church which lends 
Stength to the spoiler, Thine ? 


Paid hypocrites, who turn 

Judgment aside, and rob the Holy Book 

Of those high words of truth which search and burn 
In warning and rebuke. 


Feed fat ye locusts, feed ! 

And, in your tasseled pulpits thank the Lord 
That, from the toiling bondman’s utter need 

Ye pile your own full board. 

How long, Oh Lord !—how long, 
‘Shall such a Priesthood barter Truth away, 
And, in They name, for robbery and wrong 

At thy own altars pray ! 

Is not Thy hand stretched forth 
Visibly in the heavens to awe and smite !— 
Shall not the Living God of all the earth, 

And Heaven above, do right ? 


Wo, then, to all who grind 
Their brethren of a Common Father down! 
To ali who plunder from the immortal mind 
Its bright and glorious crown! 
Wo—to the Priesthood !—Wo 
To those whose hire is with the price of blood— 
Perverting, darkening, changing as they go 
The searching truths of God ! 
Their glory and their might 
Shall perish ; and their very names shall be 
Vile before all the people, in the light 
Of 4 WoRLp’s LIBERTY. 


Oh ! speed the moment on 


When Wrong shall cease, and Liberty and Love 
And Truth and Right throughout the earth are known 
As in their home above. 
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CIRCULAR. 


Dear Sir,—I find myself under the necessity of suspending the 
New-Enetanp ‘Tevecrarn anp Ectectic Review, at the close 
of the present volume; as the subscription list is not sufficient to 
sustain it. Many of my subscribers, however, are very desirous 
to have me start a weekly Paper, and say they prefer it toa monthly 
Magazine. This I am willing todo, provided [ can have sufficient 
patronage to secure me against loss. In order to receive any thing 
like a reasonable compensation for my own labor, I should have one 
THOUSAND RESPONSIBLE SuBSCRIBERS ; but if siz hundred names are 
sent in to me, by the first of December nezt, pledged to pay on, or 
soon after receiving the first number, I will engage to commence 
and go on with the work. 

Will you, then, dear Sir, ascertain what you can do yourself, 
or in your own neighborhood, with the following Prospectus, and 
return me the result by the time specified, viz. the first of Decem- 
ber? It is necessary for the subscription list to be made out thus 
early, in order that, if the work is commenced, the first number may 
be issued the first week in January. Yours for the truth’s sake, 


MOSES THACHER. 
North Wrentham, October 5, 1836. 


PROSPECTUS, 
FOR ISSUING A WEEKLY PAPER, TO BE CALLED, 


“THE CONGREGATIONALIST.” 


1. Tue size of the Paper shall be a large mepium sHeeT, of good 
uality. 

" 2. Its columns shall be devoted to doctrinal Essays and Discus- 
sions, the principles of Church Order and Gospel Ordinances, the 
cause of Temperance, Anti-Slavery, Moral Reform, and other great 
moral enterprizes, which claim the attention of the Christian Public. 

3. The work shall be furnished to single subscribers, at one DoL- 
LAR A YEAR,, exclusive of Postage, payable always in advance, or 
within thirty days of the time of subscribing. 

4. Agents, and individuals who become responsible for five Cop- 
ies or more, shall receive a deduction of twenty per cent., or every 
sixth Copy gratis. 


(7 No subscriptions to be received for aless term than one year. 





We, the undersigned, agree to pay to Moses Thacher, or one of 
his authorized Agents, on the terms specified above, for the number 
of Copies of THe ConGrecationa.ist, annexed to our respective 
names, and to consider ourselves thus holden, from year to year, 
while the paper is continued, unless we give due notice at the close 
of a year to have our names erased from the subscription list. 





